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 TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE COUNCIL

Regular Meeting

September 8, 2011
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Robbinsville was called to order on September 8, 2011 at 7:35 p.m. at the Senior Center located in Robbinsville.  Ms. Ciaccio, Council President, presided over the meeting.

ROLL CALL

The call of the roll showed the following to be present:  Council President Ciaccio, Council Vice President McGowan and Council Members Calcagno, Levesque and Witt.  Also present were:  Administrator McGough, Police Chief Masseroni, Public Works Director Colarocco, Chief Financial Officer Bauer, Attorney Roselli and Municipal Clerk Seigfried. 
SUNSHINE STATEMENT

The Municipal Clerk read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided as required under Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, specifying the time and place, with such notices being sent to the Times of Trenton, the Messenger Press and the Trentonian and being posted on the Municipal Building Public Notice Bulletin Board.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Township Council members present led the public in the salute to the flag.

K-9 Retirement Presentation
Chief Masseroni said that we are honoring an officer who is retiring after seven and a half years.  He introduced Officer Emmons and Zilke.  He gave a background on Zilke and all of the work that she had done for the Robbinsville Township Police Department.  He thanked the Robbinsville Vet Clinic for providing veterinary services to Zilke and also Best Friends Kennels for providing grooming services.  He presented Zilke with a plaque honoring her as well as a blanket made by Communications Officer O’Connor. 
Ms. Ciaccio added that Zilke is a hard worker and has worked in several towns throughout the County.

Officer Emmons thanked everyone for all of their support with Zilke and he said it’s been an honor to work with her.
SUSTAINABLE NEW JERSEY
Ms. Michele Siekerka of the Department of Environmental Protection, spoke about the program from the State’s perspective.  She explained that this program was started three years ago.  She said that the vast majorities of municipalities around the State are participating.  She said that the reason that it is so important to our community, is because of what it delivers.  She said that sustainability is a balance of responsible economic growth, with environmental stewardship and principles of social equity.  She explained the importance of this program further.  She said that this is about the entire community’s involvement, and without the community support and everyone getting involved, it doesn’t work.  She said that the State is invested in this program through the Board of Public Utilities, and there is funding that comes from the Clean Energy Program.  She said that the Department of Environmental Protection is providing manpower for the program and she explained further.

Ms. Pam Mount, Founding Member of Sustainable NJ and Councilwoman of Lawrence Township, gave a brief history on the Sustainability Program and explained how it was formed.   She said that each community needs the support of the Township Council via resolution and also the formation of a Green Team.  She said they formed 20 task forces made up of different individuals.  She explained the different projects and how each one gives different points, which will certify each town at different levels.  She explained further.

Ms. Tahirih Smith of Sustainable Lawrence, said that the first step is to create a Green Team to become part of the program.  She said that different communities have different ways of doing it.  She gave examples of different towns and how they formed their teams.  She showed a power point presentation of the program.
Mr. Mike Hornsby, West Windsor Environmental Commission, said what he likes best about the program is that they have taken a vast complex subject matter and broke it down into bite-sized pieces.  He showed a power point presentation on the program.
Ms. Seikerka said that there is real return on investment and she gave different examples.  
Ms. Ciaccio said that a lot of residents have shown interest in this program.  She spoke about different ways that people in our town are already thinking green.
Mr. Levesque asked about the costs and funding involved.

Ms. Mount explained that Sustainable NJ is non-profit and there are no costs to join.  She gave examples of different grants that can be obtained.  There was further discussion regarding the costs among the Sustainable NJ members.

Ms. Ciaccio spoke about keeping the ditches clean to keep a natural flow of water.  She said that she has a paper for anyone who would like to get involved.

Ms. Terri Stimfel, 328 Andover Place, said that she supports the program.
Ms. Danielle Breyta, 25 Milburne Lane, said that she is a member of the Environmental Commission.  She said they have been working on an Environmental Resources Inventory and they have partnered with ANJEC and the DVRPC.  She said that they are in the final stages of coming to Planning Board in October and invited everyone to attend.
Mr. Calcagno said that he thinks that we should establish a conservation element into our Master Plan.

Mr. Levesque asked, what role do the utilities play?
Mr. Hornsby explained the various ways that they come into play.  There was further discussion on the issue.
Mr. Calcagno asked about converting the Robbins House to solar and asked if there were any grants available for this process.
Ms. Siekerka suggested talking to different solar companies. 

Mr. David Wilson, 314 Meadowbrook Road, asked about the disposal of household chemicals and batteries.

Mr. Hornsby explained that it’s done through the County.

Stormwater Regulations Presentation 

Mr. Joe Guarnaccia of the Robbinsville Environmental Commission showed a power point presentation that explained why stormwater control is important.  The presentation included the purpose, the water cycle, the development impacts on water quality, the scope of the problem, the solution and Township Planning.

Mr. Geoff Lewen, 1 Grapevine Court, spoke about the pet waste ordinance.  He asked what fraction comes from pet waste.
Mr. Guarnaccia said it’s a small portion relative to bird waste.  He said that pet waste is not regulated on your own property, and he explained further.  He spoke about the impact on the community from geese waste.

Mr. Jim Cardino, 6 Hamton Court East, asked, who is responsible for the maintenance of detention basins?
Ms. McGowan said that it depends on where you live, and for him, it would be his Homeowner’s Association.

Mr. Cardino said that there is a small parcel of land not owned by the Association.  He asked if there is Township-wide street sweeping.

Mr. Levesque explained that we do not have a street sweeper.  He explained further.

Ms. Ciaccio said that she will speak to Mr. Colarocco about this.

Mr. Cardino spoke about the branch and leaf pickup, saying that sometimes the stuff will sit for weeks.
Mr. Calcagno said to check the website for the latest schedule on pickup.

Ms. Ciaccio said that it would be a good idea for us to have a street sweeper.

Mr. Levesque explained that there is a lot of costs involved with owning one.

There was further discussion on the street sweeper.

Ms. Joanne Pannone, 215 Meadowbrook Road, said that Irene was an enormous storm.  She spoke about the impact that it had on the community.  She showed a picture of the ditch that will be used for the Edinburg Development.  She said that she knows that this is still with DEP for the Wetlands Permit but we need to take a look at it also.  She said that they are all starting to get water now since this development was put in.  She said that the only thing we can do is to look at our ordinances and Master Plan to cut down on development.  She spoke about the Blue Acres program and how it may benefit the Township. 
There was further discussion on the issue among Ms. Pannone, Mr. Guarnaccia and Council members.

Ms. Ciaccio addressed Mr. Cardino’s question regarding street sweeping, she said that she just received a text from Mr. Colarocco stating that the Township complies with the monthly sweeping of certain streets in commercial areas.
REPORTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Mr. Calcagno said the Administration did a very good job of getting out the information with regard to the hurricane.  
Ms. McGowan said the Economic Development Committee is inviting businesses to come to the meeting to hear their comments and concerns.  She said that she and the Mayor spoke with WZBN to promote Town Center businesses, and that Poseidon, Jack and Jule’s, and Maggie Moo’s were featured.  She said that next week is the first meeting for the Energy Committee.
Mr. Witt said that the next Recreation Committee Meeting will be on September 13th.
Mr. Levesque said that Mercer County will be holding a 9/11 ceremony on Sunday at Mercer County Park at 1 p.m. and he encouraged all residents to attend.

Ms. Ciaccio said that we will be having a ceremony at 9:45 a.m. at the memorial on Lake Drive to honor Pamela Gaff, a resident who passed away on 9/11.

Ms. Ciaccio said that she has a phone number to register with FEMA if you were impacted by Hurricane Irene.
REPORTS OF ADMINISTRATOR/MAYOR:

Mr. McGough said that the staff did an excellent job with the storm preparation.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

There being no one from the public wishing to speak, Mr. Witt offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Calcagno.
There being four (5) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.

ORDINANCES – PUBLIC HEARING 

Ordinance 2011-20
This being the time and place for a public hearing on “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 2011-17, AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF PORTIONS OF PROPERTY KNOWN AND DESIGNATED AS BLOCK 17 LOT 25, BLOCK 16 LOT 1, BLOCK 14 LOT 69, BLOCK 14 LOT 43, BLOCK 14 LOT 40, BLOCK 14 LOT 1, BLOCK 13 LOT 15, AND BLOCK 13 LOT 13.02, ROBBINSVILLE TOWNSHIP, NEW JERSEY FOR ROADWAY IMPROVEMENT PURPOSES,” Ms. Ciaccio opened the meeting for comments from the public.  

There being no one from the public wishing to speak, it was moved by Mr. Calcagno and seconded by Mr. Witt to close the public hearing.


ROLL CALL:

AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio


NAYS:
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the public hearing was closed.

It was moved by Mr. Levesque and seconded by Mr. Witt to adopt the Ordinance.

ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio


NAYS:
None

There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the ordinance was declared adopted.

CONSENT AGENDA:

The following resolutions were approved as the consent agenda:

Resolution 2011-195  Revision to Personnel Manual – Elected Officials Requirement for Course 



Attendance 
Resolution 2011-196  Revision to Personnel Manual – Municipal Vehicle Policy 
Resolution 2011-199  Consenting to Mayor’s Appointment on Library Advisory Committee-



Alfia Schubs
Resolution 2011-200
Award of Bid, Spring Garden Road – Phase II
Resolution 2011-201   Reappointing Court Administrator Procaccini
Resolution 2011-202
Shared Services Agreement for the No Net Loss Reforestation Act
Ms. McGowan offered the above items and moved their adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Calcagno
ROLL CALL:

AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio


NAYS:
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the resolutions were declared adopted.
RESOLUTIONS

Resolution 2011-198
Municipal Alliance Grant Funding
Mr. Calcagno asked for an explanation on the cancellation of the previous year.

Ms. Bauer explained the Township had to match the grant and she explained further.

There was further discussion among Mr. Calcagno, Ms. Bauer and Mr. Levesque on the resolution. 
Mr. Levesque offered the above item and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Witt.
ROLL CALL:

AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt


NAYS:
None



ABSTAIN:
Ciaccio 
There being four (4) ayes, no nays, and one (1) abstention, the resolution was declared adopted.
PAYMENT OF BILLS:


Current
0-01, 1-01        $3,096,441.69

Sewer
0-07, 1-07            
10,494.59

Sewer Capital
C-08
21,078.92

Construction
1-50                        19,611.01

Capital
C-04
6,484.50

Grant
G-02
20,046.53

Inspections
I-21
42,276.24

Plan Review
R-20
6,589.14

Performance
P-22
86,394.81

Other Trust
T-12
10,492.12

Revolving Loan
T-14
2,600.00

Animal Control
T-15
272.13

Recreation
T-18
         5,433.70

Total all funds

$3,328,215.38
Mr. Witt offered a motion that all bills found in order and correct be approved for payment as amended.  The motion was seconded by Ms. McGowan.
ROLL CALL:

AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque (on all bills except Item 4639), McGowan, Witt, 



Ciaccio


ABSTAIN:      Levesque (Item # 43639)


NAYS:
None


There being five (5) yes, no nays, and one (1) abstention as noted above, the bills were declared approved.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

Ms. Bauer gave an overview of the Best Practices Inventory and she explained how the scoring works.  She said that we will get all of our State Aid which was dependent on us answering these questions.  She said our final score is, 41 yes answers, 2 no, 1 not applicable and 6 prospective out of 50 answers.  

Mr. Levesque thanked Administration for their help in this.

Ms. Bauer said that one of the questions was regarding the energy and audits and Ms. McGowan was very proactive with this.

Ms. Ciaccio said that on September 20th at 7 p.m. at the Senior Center, there will be a presentation on fair share of school funding.

SECOND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION
There being no one from the public wishing to speak, Mr. Levesque offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Witt.  

ROLL CALL:

AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio


NAYS:
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:05 p.m.
_________________________________
Christine Ciaccio, Council President







    _____________________________

Michele Seigfried, Municipal Clerk
