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TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE COUNCIL

Regular Meeting

September 22, 2011
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Robbinsville was called to order on September 22, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at the Court Facility located in Robbinsville.  Ms. Ciaccio, Council President, presided over the meeting.

ROLL CALL

The call of the roll showed the following to be present:  Council President Ciaccio, Council Vice President McGowan and Council Members Calcagno, Levesque and Witt.  Also present were:  Administrator McGough, Assistant Administrator Tozzi, Director of Public Works Colarocco, Chief Financial Officer Bauer, Police Chief Masseroni, Director of Fire Archer, Attorney Roselli and Municipal Clerk Seigfried. 
SUNSHINE STATEMENT

The Municipal Clerk read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided as required under Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, specifying the time and place, with such notices being sent to the Times of Trenton, the Messenger Press and the Trentonian and being posted on the Municipal Building Public Notice Bulletin Board.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Township Council members present led the public in the salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Regular Meeting – August 11, 2011
Mr. Calcagno offered a motion to approve the above meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, Witt, Ciaccio

NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN:
McGowan
There being four (4) ayes, no nays, and one (1) abstention, the minutes were declared approved.

Regular Meeting – August 25, 2011
Mr. Levesque offered a motion to approve the above meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Ms. McGowan.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Ciaccio

NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN:
Witt
There being four (4) ayes, no nays, and one (1) abstention, the minutes were declared approved.

REPORTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

Mr. Calcagno said there was a talk at the Senior Center about the fair school funding on Tuesday.  He said he would get the materials out to Council to see what some thoughts are on solving the problem.
Ms. McGowan said the first meeting of the energy committee was last week.  She said they are going to look at a few things ahead of time.  She said she requested account numbers and information on energy bills from Administration because the Energy Committee will be looking at ways to save money from third party providers.  She said they are looking at solar options and they are going through the list from Sustainable Jersey to see what has been done and what can still be done. 

Ms. Ciaccio said that Michele Siekerka has packets that she can send on Sustainable Jersey.
Mr. Witt said Joe Barker was hired to replace Chris Merias and the first meeting of the Recreation Committee with Mr. Barker will be on the 1st Tuesday of next month.  He said that attendance isn’t there on the committee and they can’t conduct a meeting without a quorum.  He said he would like to work on putting some performance clauses into participation on committees.  
Ms. Ciaccio said that when she was on the Zoning Board, if you missed more than 2 meetings, you were off the Board.
Ms. McGowan said we lowered the number on the Recreation Committee because of quorum issues.

Mr. Calcagno said that the Committee had nine members, and he wanted to go to five, but Council negotiated to seven members.
Mr. Levesque spoke about the fair school funding presentation.  He said there is a lot of legislation out there right now talking about school funding and education reforms.  He said there is a resolution associated with this fair school funding plan, which doesn’t go into great detail about the plan, but talks about how the distribution is inequitable and unfair.  He said he will send around the resolution and he would like this on the next Council agenda. 

Mr. Levesque said at the League of Municipalities Conference, he will be speaking at 10:45 a.m. on Thursday at the Convention Center on economic development and small business opportunities for medium size municipalities.  He invited anyone who is at the Conference to attend.
Ms. Ciaccio said she had no report.
REPORTS OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR/MAYOR

Ms. Bauer reported on the note sale as follows:

In accordance with N.J.S.A 40A:2-28, the Chief Financial Officer of the Township of Robbinsville hereby reports to the governing body the principal amount, interest rate and maturity of the Notes sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser:


Principal Amount:

$12,074,000


Interest Rate:


2.00%


Maturity Date:


August 8, 2012


Price Obtained:

$12,225,770.18


Name of Purchaser

Morgan Stanley

The undersigned sold the referenced Notes at a public sale pursuant to the authority granted in Ordinance Nos. 2007-33.
Mr. McGough said that Spring Garden Road Phase II should start shortly and be completed around Thanksgiving or shortly thereafter.  He said that on tonight’s agenda, there is an interlocal agreement with East Windsor for half the cost of the resurfacing of Hankins Road, which he expects will be done before winter.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Ms. Betty Alfano, 832 Fourth Ave., said that she was in a dilemma in her home and she thanked Mr. Levesque for helping her.

There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Mr. Witt offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.  

There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.

CONSENT AGENDA 
The following resolutions were approved as the consent agenda:

Resolution 2011-203 
Professional Services Agreement – Engineer, Spring Garden Road, 



Remington/Vernick (as amended for typographical errors)
Resolution 2011-204 
Professional Services Agreement – Engineering Services for Sanitary 



Sewer on Route 130 (Remington, Vernick & Arango)  (as amended for 




typographical errors)
Resolution 2011-205   Authorizing Shared Services Agreement with East Windsor Township – 



Reconstruction of Hankins Road 

Resolution 2011-206   Authorizing Developer’s Agreement – Sharbell Washington Inc., Block 



3.99, Lot 15 

Resolution 2011-207
Authorizing 2011 Tonnage Grant Application 
Resolution 2011-208
Accepting Performance Guarantee-Hindu American Religious Center-



Phase V and Reducing Guarantees Phases I-V 
Resolution 2011-209
Authorizing  Planning Board to Undertake Preliminary Investigation for 



Area in Need of Redevelopment – Route 130 Gateway South 
Resolution 2011-210
Declaring Certain Parcels in the PCD an Area in Need of Redevelopment 




(as amended to include an additional paragraph at the end). 
  
Mr. Witt offered the above items and moved their adoption with amendments as noted.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.
ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio
NAYS:  
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the resolutions were declared adopted.

PAYMENT OF BILLS:


Current
0-01, 1-01
$ 3,465,963.78    


Sewer
0-07, 1-07            
26,505.70


Sewer Capital
C-08
  190,821.68

Construction
1-50                        19,874.34

Capital
C-04
12,398,358.00


Grant
G-02
12,355.54

Inspections
I-21
4,745.10

Plan Review
R-20
18,576.21

Other Trust
T-12
41,050.05

Animal Control
T-15
414.06

Recreation Trust
T-18
            3,020.02

Total all funds

$16,181,675.48
Mr. Witt offered a motion that all bills found in order and correct be approved for payment.  The motion was seconded by Ms. McGowan.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque (except for Vendor #2973), McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio

NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN: 
Levesque (Vendor #2973) 
There being five (5) ayes, no nays, and one (1) abstention as noted, the bills were declared approved.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

There were no items for discussion. 
SECOND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION

Mr. Rich Cruser, 1141 Windsor-Edinburg Road, spoke about the water in his and his neighbor’s basements and driveways, which he said came from JEM Stables.  He spoke about the problems with the land and the problems he has when it rains.  He said that he received a phone call from someone who told him the Township didn’t want him to come to Council meetings and complain about the horses anymore.  He said he wanted to know who said it and that Council should find out.  He asked that Mr. McGough could get the County to put in a double drain which may help with the water.

Mr. Roselli said we will work on it and we have worked on it.
Ms. Mary Caffrey, 1164 Lake Drive, said that Mayor Fried has shown a lot of leadership and activism with the lack of performance from JCP&L during the aftermath of Hurricane Irene.  She said BPU’s hearings on that will take place next Monday in Manalapan and Tuesday in Morristown.  She asked to spread the word for anyone who may want to go in person or to send correspondence.
Mr. Mike Moreken, 55 Sharon Road, Apartment E22, asked how Robbinsville will be taking care of their roads due to the Turnpike construction.
Mr. Levesque said Mr. McGough has been constantly in contact with the Turnpike and the Turnpike said they will take care of any damage.   

Ms. Ciaccio said that this is the first time the Turnpike is widening, so they are learning all their mistakes that they are making.  She said they see what they are doing to the roads, and have to finish the roads when they are done.

Mr. Moreken asked, what happens if the replanted trees from the Turnpike die?
Mr. Levesque said there is a two-year warranty attached to the trees.

Mr. Moreken said he is still looking for that sidewalk to Town Center.  He said by the
First Choice Bank, they recently repaved that right onto 33, and they didn’t repaint the crosswalk that was there. 
Mr. Levesque said if it was there, and it is supposed to be there, then he’s sure it will be there.
There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Mr. Witt offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.  

There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:53 p.m.
_________________________________
Christine Ciaccio, Council President

















    _____________________________

Michele Seigfried, Municipal Clerk
