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TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE COUNCIL

Regular Meeting

July 14, 2011
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Robbinsville was called to order on July 14, 2011 at 7:32 p.m. at the Court Facility located in Robbinsville.  Ms. Ciaccio, Council President, presided over the meeting.

ROLL CALL

The call of the roll showed the following to be present:  Council President Ciaccio, Council Vice President McGowan and Council Members Calcagno, Levesque and Witt.  Also present were:  Administrator McGough, Chief Financial Officer Bauer, Attorney Roselli and Municipal Clerk Seigfried. 
SUNSHINE STATEMENT

The Municipal Clerk read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided as required under Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, specifying the time and place, with such notices being sent to the Times of Trenton, the Messenger Press and the Trentonian and being posted on the Municipal Building Public Notice Bulletin Board.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Township Council members present led the public in the salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Regular Meeting – July 11, 2011
Ms. McGowan offered a motion to approve the above meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Ciaccio

NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN:
Witt
There being four (4) ayes, no nays, and one (1) abstention, the minutes were declared approved.

Executive Session – July 23, 2011
Mr. Levesque offered a motion to approve the above meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Ms. McGowan.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Levesque, McGowan, Ciaccio

NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN:
Calcagno, Witt
There being three (3) ayes, no nays, and two (2) abstention, the minutes were declared approved.

REPORTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

Ms. Marci Rubin, 28 Hampton Ct., distributed brochures about Teenedge and gave a presentation.  She said the center is for 13 to 17 year olds only.  She thanked the Council, Mayor and Township staff.  She gave a background on her qualifications.  She introduced Jennifer Marantz and gave her background.  She introduced Judy Goldstein and gave her background also.  She described the typical teenager and explained how the center works.

Ms. Ciaccio said that they are having a teen social tomorrow night at 2338 Route 33, Robbinsville, across from the Wells Fargo Bank.  She said that there will also be fireworks tomorrow night with a band, and she will have someone announce the teen social at 10 p.m.  Ms. Ciaccio said that if Ms. Rubin needs any help from the Town Council, to let them know.
Mr. Levesque thanked Ms. Rubin and Ms. Goldstein for their leadership with Teenedge.  He said everyone has said over the years that there is no place for teenagers to go in Robbinsville other than the skate park, and this will be a controlled atmosphere, with educational opportunities.  He said they will also learn about anti-harassment and anti-bullying issues that go on with teenagers.
He commended them for what they have done.

Mr. Calcagno had no reports.

Ms. McGowan said she needs to set up the first meeting for the new energy committee and also for the Economic Development Advisory Committee.
Mr. Witt had no reports.  Ms. Ciaccio welcomed Mr. Witt.

Mr. Levesque said they had a  Planning Board meeting and Mr. Cettino was elected to chair the committee again.
Ms. Ciaccio said that the Zoning Board Chair is Dennis Shennard this year.
REPORTS OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR/MAYOR

Mr. McGough had no reports.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Ms. Regina Arcuri, 523 Walden Circle, Ms. Shaina Rose Basile-Ciaccio, 225 Walden Circle, Ms. Samantha Kifer, 518 Walden Circle, and Ms. Stacy Anderson, 216 Walden Circle, spoke about the vandalism on their cars in their neighborhood.

Ms. Arcuri said that her car was vandalized again.  She said she and approximately 20 residents attempted to go to a Board meeting tonight, as Council had recommended, but the meeting was cancelled.  She said other residents were not aware that vandalism was happening.  She said she also found the management association is changing over to another one.  She said she is asking Council again for direction.  She asked if someone from Council could be appointed to help with the transition from the old Board to the new Board to make sure all the checks and balances are there and to assist them in getting their voices heard at Board meetings.

Ms. Basile-Ciaccio said that they all showed up to a Board meeting, and that one of the residents sent a notice urging residents to get involved and to attend this meeting.  She said they had found out from other Board members, that once they found out that residents were all going to attend the meeting, they decided to cancel the meeting.  She said she personally tried to run for a spot on the Board because someone had resigned, and once the Board had found that she was running for a spot, the person un-resigned.  She said she asked if this was legitimate, and the Master Association told her there was nothing else they could do.  She said this is one instance of many where residents try to get involved, and have been shut down by the same Board who has been running this place for years and years.  She also said they do not get to vote on their members because ballots are not sent out.  She said they are shut out of this gentleman’s club.  She said that they are asking for a third party to intervene in some way in some supervisory capacity to help them.

Ms. Kifer said she was also at the cancelled meeting and they are all dissatisfied with the way the Association is being run.  She said there are many people that are unhappy with what is going on, so they are trying to see what they can do to change that.  She said they are hoping to improve their situation in some way and our recognizing the need for some other intervention.

Ms. Anderson said she wanted to say the same thing.

Ms. Ciaccio said that it is private property and she doesn’t know if Council can step into private property.

Mr. Calcagno said he lived in Foxmoor and served on the Board there, and he offered to help out.

Ms. McGowan said she just was not sure if officially we can do anything.  Mr. Roselli said no.  Ms. McGowan suggested bypassing the Board and going directly to the Management Company and also contacting the New Jersey Division of Community Affairs, which is the State Office who oversees Associations.

Mr. Roselli said Associations have their own governing by-laws and their own organizational structure with sets forth how members are elected, and how you can contest elections.  He said that is where the members who live there have to start.  He said if one or more Council members wanted to provide insight, they can do that as a resident, as opposed to an official action of the Township.  He said there is potential liability for the Township.  He said that Association litigation is not uncommon and there are processes, usually in the bylaws, that set forth how change can come about, and that has to be followed.  

Ms. Arcuri asked, what if anything, does the Condo Association have to provide to the Township by law?  Mr. Roselli said initially when Foxmoor was formed, they would have provided a copy of the bylaws as part of the application and the development to the Township and to the County Clerk’s office.  

Mr. Levesque said that the New Jersey Community Association Institute (NJCAI), located in Hamilton, has a copy of their bylaws.  He said they also provides legal counsel for residents and they handle disputes with Associations.  He said they do what Council cannot do.  

Mr. Roselli said that they should have received a copy when they purchased their homes.
There was further discussion on the issue.

Ms. Basile-Ciaccio asked for an explanation why Robbinsville doesn’t have any jurisdiction over Hampton Chase.
Mr. Roselli explained that the Association is a legal entity, established by law, for the residents who live in this particular development, therefore, it is governed by its own rules and regulations.  He said when those rules and regulations are not followed, then there are certain rights afforded to the members of that group to address any wrongs that might be afflicted upon them.  He explained further.
Ms. Basile-Ciaccio asked if the Robbinsville Police can send notices out to people about the vandalism.
Mr. Roselli said that was a policing issue, and he doesn’t want to speak to that.  He said that an increase in Police presence can happen. 
Council President Ciaccio said that this is still high on the Police priority list.  She said she spoke with Chief Masseroni and she can also talk to Det. Boccanfuso. 
Ms. Betty Alfano, 832 Fourth Avenue, thanked Council and Mayor for putting up that light, because it is going to save a life.  She said she enjoyed the Reorg meeting.  She said Mr. McGough does a good job.
There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Mr. Witt offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Calcagno.  

There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.

ORDINANCES – INTRODUCTION
Ordinance 2011-16
Ms. McGowan offered a motion to introduce on first reading and have published according to law, “AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF CERTAIN OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE FOR 2011.”  The motion was seconded by Mr. Witt.  The public hearing will be on July 28, 2011.
Mr. Levesque confirmed for the record, that there was no intention on the Township’s part to have both a Fire Chief and a Director of Fire simultaneously.  Ms. Ciaccio said that when we discussed it earlier, that it was part of our ordinance and that is why it is listed on the salary ordinance.  Mr. McGough confirmed that there was no intention of having both positions at once, and he said it was a technicality.
ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio 

NAYS:  
None
The motion carried.
Ordinance 2011-17
Mr. Levesque offered a motion to introduce on first reading and have published according to law, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLLE, COUNTY OF MERCER, AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF PORTIONS OF PROPERTY KNOWN AND DESIGNATED AS BLOCK 17, LOT 25; BLOCK 16, LOT 1; BLOCK 14, LOT 69; BLOCK 14, LOT 43; BLOCK 14, LOT 40; BLOCK 14, LOT 1; BLOCK 13, LOT 15; AND BLOCK 13, LOT 13.02, ROBBINSVILLE TOWNSHIP, NEW JERSEY FOR ROADWAY IMPROVEMENT PURPOSES.”  The motion was seconded by Ms. McGowan  The public hearing will be on July 28, 2011.
ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio 


NAYS:  
None

The motion carried.
Ordinance 2011-18
Mr. Witt offered a motion to introduce on first reading and have published according to law, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE TOWNSHIP LAND USE ORDINANCE, CHAPTER 142, IN ORDER TO AMEND AND REVISE THE TOWNSHIP ZONING MAP PROVIDED FOR IN SECTION 142-9 OF THE TOWNSHIP CODE.”  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.  The public hearing will be on August 11, 2011 in the Senior Center.

Mr. Calcagno said he has reservations about one part, across from the Arbor Walk development, that is included in the Highway Commercial.  

Mr. McGough showed a map of the properties.

ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio 


NAYS:  
None

The motion carried.
Mr. Calcagno asked if the public hearing could be September.  Mr. Roselli said no, it is tied to other pieces, including the sale of Mercer Mobile Homes, which they don’t want to delay.

Ms. Seigfried said that the August 11th meeting will be held at the Senior Center.
CONSENT AGENDA 

The following resolutions were approved as the consent agenda:

Resolution 2011-156
Consenting to Mayoral Appointment to the Recreation & Cultural Arts 



Committee
Resolution 2011-157  Consenting to Mayoral Appointment to the Municipal Alliance Committee
Resolution 2011-158  Consenting to Mayoral Appointments to the Rent Leveling Board  

Resolution 2011-159  Accepting FEMA Assistance to Firefighters Grant 

Resolution 2011-160
Chapter 159-Firefighters Grant-Fire Prevention and Safety Program
Resolution 2011-161
Authorizing Shared Services Agreement to provide Automotive Services 



to Hightstown
Resolution 2011-162
Release Performance Guarantees – APCO, Puppy Barn
Resolution 2011-163
Authorizing Award of Bid – Dump Trucks
Mr. Calcagno offered the above items and moved their adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.
ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio
NAYS:  
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the resolutions were declared adopted.

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution 2011-164
Amending Resolution 2011-155, Transfer of ABC License to Mezzarinos 
Ms. McGowan offered the above resolution and moved its adoption as amended.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.
ROLL CALL:  

AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio

NAYS:  
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.

PAYMENT OF BILLS:


Current
0-01, 1-01
$814,820.55    

Sewer
0-07, 1-07            
23,370.57

Sewer Capital
C-08
  16,814.45

Construction
1-50                        34,880.90

Capital
C-04
112,992.56

Grant
G-02
23,950.05

Inspections
I-21
8,951.14

Plan Review
R-20
4,238.63

Other Trust
T-12
183,497.50

Revolving Loan
T-14
1,020.00

Animal Control
T-15
625.26

Recreation
T-18
         66,421.00

Total all funds

$1,291,582.61
Ms. McGowan offered a motion that all bills found in order and correct be approved for payment.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Calcagno.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque (except for Vendor# 4639), McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio

NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN: 
Levesque (Vendor # 4639 Spruce Industries) 

There being five (5) ayes and no nays, and an abstention as indicated above, the bills were declared approved.

SECOND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION
Mr. Michael Cann, representing Trius, Inc., said he wrote a letter to the Council this evening.  He said he doesn’t believe that what was presented in the bid was accurate and forthcoming and was not in regard to the bid specifications.  He said his only recourse at this point is to say I told you so.  He said he would hope that a 10 day period before purchase order would be presented, that the opportunity will be presented to him to discuss what he has to prove to Council.  He said there was a lack of information by the low bidder which would have allowed the Township to make a reasonable, informed decision.
Mr. Levesque said this is the third time that they’ve seen this bid, and that this is the first time he is raising these questions.

Mr. Cann said he has been watching the agendas for the Council meetings and it said there is an award pending this evening, but it doesn’t say to whom.  He said he started making emergency phone calls at 2:00 p.m. to try and determine to whom.  He said the day of the bid he submitted his concerns with the low bid on the third bid.
Mr. Roselli confirmed that Mr. Cann was not a bidder.  Mr. Cann said he was a subcontractor on the bid, but he did not submit a bid.
There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Mr. Levesque offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Witt.  

There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:12 p.m.
_________________________________
Christine Ciaccio, Council President

















    _____________________________

Michele Seigfried, Municipal Clerk
