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TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE COUNCIL

Regular Meeting

June 9, 2011
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Robbinsville was called to order on June 9, 2011 at 7:31 p.m. at the Court Facility located in Robbinsville.  Ms. McGowan, Council President, presided over the meeting.

ROLL CALL

The call of the roll showed the following to be present:  Council President McGowan, Council Vice President Levesque and Council Members Boyne, Calcagno and Ciaccio.  Also present were: Council Member-Elect Witt, Administrator McGough, CFO Bauer, Financial Advisor Ghrist, Acting Township Attorney Greigel and Municipal Clerk Seigfried.  Mayor Fried arrived at 7:40 p.m. 
SUNSHINE STATEMENT

The Municipal Clerk read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided as required under Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, specifying the time and place, with such notices being sent to the Times of Trenton, the Messenger Press and the Trentonian and being posted on the Municipal Building Public Notice Bulletin Board.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Township Council members present led the public in the salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Regular Session – May 12, 2011

Executive Session – May 26, 2011
Ms. Ciaccio offered a motion to approve the above meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan

NAYS:
None

There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the minutes were declared approved.

REPORTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

Ms. Ciaccio had nothing to report.
Mr. Calcagno said that they had a meeting with the Administration and Allies regarding the Mobile Home Park.  He said that the attendance from the Park was significant.  He said he felt that the Allies presentation could have been more organized, but they answered many questions.  He said that the hope now is that it moves forward.

Mr. Levesque said he wasn’t able to make the Economic Development Meeting.  He said that they are prepared for this weekend.  He asked Mr. McGough if they could get together for help with marketing. 

Mr. Boyne had no reports.

Ms. McGowan reminded everyone that Community Day is Saturday at 2 p.m.
REPORTS OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR/MAYOR

Mr. McGough said that it is Ms. Bauer’s birthday today and he wished her a happy birthday.

Mr. McGough said that there were questions about the trees from residents.  He said since we planted the first tree, we have not had rain.  He said that there is a 2-year warranty on the trees from the contractor, but there are some that are already dead.  He said there is a meeting with the contractor tomorrow and we are going to identify trees that aren’t going to make it.  He said the contractor has been trying to do watering, but it’s too big of a job.  He explained we have gotten a water tank and we are going to hire some temp workers for the summer who will water the trees daily.  He said there is a good chance that they will survive for the winter.  He explained that all of the money will come from the tree fund.

Mr. Calcagno asked about using the seepage bags that they put on trees.
Mr. McGough said that they bought some today and they are going to put them on the trees that are more standalone.
Mr. McGough said that every building in the warehouse park is being occupied right now.  He said that the tenant at 100 West Manor Way is going to be Green Mountain Coffee.  He said that he feels it’s because of the Turnpike work that we are getting the tenants.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mr. Mike Moreken, 55 Sharon Road, Apartment E22, spoke about the sewer fees going up.  He said it was over a 40% increase and that he hoped that it wasn’t related to the project on Route 130.  He asked when the last increase was for sewer.

Ms. McGowan said there will be a presentation on that later in the meeting.

Ms. Joanne Pannone, 215 Meadowbrook Road, said that the Town owns property in Windsor, on Route 130 behind the creek.  She said that it’s Block 10, Lot 22 and they would like to make it a fishing park.
Mayor Fried asked if they went to the Recreation Committee.  Ms. Pannone said that they did

Ms. Ciaccio confirmed where the property was located. 
Ms. Sonja Walter, 10 Patriot Drive, asked about resolution I, regarding the Regional Greenhouse  Gas Initiative (RGGI), and she asked why it was being done.
Mr. Levesque said that he had mentioned the RGGI program at the last meeting and feels that it’s important that we be pulled out of it and he explained it further.

Ms. Walter said that this is a resolution of his opinion and it seems like a purely political motivated thing.  She said that they are taking a resolution and making an opinion on behalf of the residents of this Town.  She said that if we are going to do a referendum on other matters, then we should have done one on this before taking a position as the town.  She said that she thinks it is a short-sighted action and she disagrees. 
There was further discussion between Mr. Levesque and Ms. Walter on this matter.

Mr. Geoff Lewen, 1 Grapevine Court, said that he is in support of resolution I, explaining that RGGI was never about saving the planet.  He said it was about raising money for the Green Energy agenda and he explained further.  He said that the Council has two roles, one of which is to make sure the Town is run right, and the other is to stand up against the State when they pass certain legislation. 
Ms. Kim Johnson, 17 North Main Street, Windsor, spoke about the tree allotment received due to the Turnpike.  She said she would like to make sure that Windsor is on a schedule to receive the trees.  She said that she had spoken to Mr. McGough regarding this and he told her to poll her neighbors.  She said that she would like a little more information before she does this. 

There was further discussion between Ms. Johnson and Mr. McGough regarding this matter. 

Mayor Fried said that his concern is that the trees will ruin the sidewalks.
Ms. Johnson said that she wants to make sure they are on the schedule. 

Ms. Ciaccio asked if we put trees at the Windsor school.  Mr. McGough said yes.
Ms. Johnson said that the railroad tracks are being pulled up and none of them were aware that this was happening.  She said that they are going to leave a section of tracks and there are two houses in front of it.  She said those residents are concerned because of the overgrowth and took it upon themselves to remove the overgrowth which turned out to be poison sumac.  She said that their concern is how this is going to be maintained.   She asked who is responsible for the memorialization of the tracks.
Mr. McGough explained that the historic track is on the other side.  He said he needs to get a consensus as to what the residents want.  He said that Conrail is responsible for it and he has reached out to them several times.  He spoke about the mosquito issues in the past.  He said part of the process was trying to find someone to pay for preserving it and he explained that further.  He said that Conrail didn’t want to give the property to the Township for Rails to Trails due to health issues.  
Ms. Mary Caffrey, 164 Lake Drive, said that she is amazed that the rails came up because DOT had it in their head that they wanted light rail to go up.  

Mr. McGough said that no one wanted to fund the Rails to Trails. 

Ms. Johnson said she still does not have an answer as to who is going to maintain it afterwards.  Mr. Greigel said that you have to look at the right-of-way and see what’s in there.
Ms. Johnson asked if there is any way to get the Township to force Conrail to get rid of the poison sumac.  Mr. McGough said that is what they are working on now.

Mr. Calcagno asked if there was any way that Conrail can subcontract out the work to the Township.  Mr. McGough said that that Conrail is very difficult to deal with.

There was further discussion between Ms. Johnson, Mr. McGough and Council Members on this issue.
Ms. Johnson said she saw her neighbor doing a drug deal on the corner and asked what could be done.  Council asked her if she called the police.  Ms. Johnson said they are known drug dealers.  Ms. Ciaccio said that she has to call the police.  Lt. Bainbridge said to call and they will be there in a minute.

Mr. Mike Moreken, 55 Sharon Road, Apt. E 22, said that he hopes that they fix the light at Route 130 and Dunkin Donuts.  He spoke about the bus stop by the church.   He spoke about Conrail and ways of dealing with brush laws.
Mr. McGough, Mayor Fried and Ms. McGowan said that they cannot put liens against Conrail.

Mr. Moreken spoke about safety and the reselling of steel.
Ms. Mary Caffrey, 164 Lake Drive, said as part of Community Day, they will be rolling out the Robbinsville Business Survey.  She explained how the survey will work.
There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Mr. Levesque offered a motion to close the public participation of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Boyne.

There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.

ORDINANCES – INTRODUCTION
Ordinance 2011-15 

Mr. Ron Ghrist, Township Financial Advisor, gave a history of the sewer rates.  He said the rates have not changed in 21 years.  He explained that a study was taken to see whether or not those fees needed to be changed.  He explained what they reviewed in the study.  He said to get through 2012, rates should be raised to $340.00 a year.
Mr. Calcagno said he was puzzled, and he asked how that surplus was maintained and what got us to this point.  He asked if we are going to have to constantly raise the rates.

Mr. Ghrist said one of the big dynamics is the economy.  He explained that back in the 90’s, there was a rapid growth and we were building up quite a bit of surplus due to connection fees. He said that the costs are continuing to rise.
Mr. Boyne asked if Hamilton increased their fees.
Mr. Ghrist explained that what Hamilton is charging is not based on a user charge, it’s based on the total cost of Hamilton and he explained further.
Mr. Boyne asked if we had a 10% growth this year.
Mr. Ghrist said that his numbers are trying to get us through the year 2012.  There was further discussion regarding the matter between Mr. Boyne and Mr. Ghrist.

Mr. Levesque asked how we know where we will stand for next year.   
Mr. Ghrist said he looked at what the requirements were until 2012.  He said with any estimate, there is guesswork, and he explained further.  

Mr. Boyne asked if any of the encumbrances are gong to be canceled and put back into surplus.
Mr. Ghrist said that they could be, but there is not going to be a lot of surplus produced to put back in.
Ms. Bauer said that there definitely will be encumbrances to put back into surplus which will help.
Mr. Boyne said this is a worse case scenario in a rate increase, and he doesn’t feel that he’s been given enough information to approve a 40% rate increase. 

Mayor Fried asked Mr. Boyne what his suggestion would be.  Mr. Boyne said that he doesn’t have one yet, and he feels he needs more information.
Mayor Fried said that he just wanted everyone to know where we are.  He said it’s in his hands and we either have to do something or not and if we choose not to, we are going to run into some trouble.

Mr. Levesque asked for a three year estimate.

Mr. Ghrist said that the numbers that he gave will get us through 2012 and anyone who tries to project past that is guessing too far ahead.
Mr. Levesque said that Hamilton’s rates are going up about $100,000. per year.

Mayor Fried explained that their cost goes up but in addition our flow is growing. 

Mr. Ghrist said that he is the CFO for East Windsor MUA and they pay $82.00 per quarter.  He said that they were at one time at $125.00 per quarter.  He said that $170.00 is his recommendation and he explained how he came up with that figure. 

Ms. McGowan asked if it’s a danger by not adding to surplus.
Mayor Fried said that he doesn’t know if you would want to do that right away because it may not be needed. 

Ms. Bauer said that in the 2011 budget, we are anticipating using $655,000 in surplus and that was assuming no sewer increase.  She explained that if we do go forward with this ordinance then this will also help the surplus issue. 

Mr. Ghrist said that if everything goes according to our budget then it might save $200,000 this year.

Ms. Ciaccio offered a motion to introduce on first reading and have published according to law, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 109 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE ENTITLED “FEES,” SPECIFICALLY SECTION 109-12 ENTITLED "SEWERS AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL.”   The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.  The public hearing will be on June 23, 2011.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan


NAYS:
Boyne
The motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA 
Ms. Seigfried said that there are amendments to agenda items a, e and j and they are to be adopted as amended.
The following resolutions were approved as the consent agenda:

Resolution 2011-97   Authorizing Renewal of ABC Licenses

Resolution 2011-98   Refund of Tax Overpayment

Resolution 2011-99   Authorizing Shared Services, Mercer at Play Grant, Tantum Park

Resolution 2011-100
Authorizing Shared Services, Mercer at Play Grant, Community 



           Park

Resolution 2011-101  Resolution for Fair Distribution of State Aid for Education

Resolution 2011-102  
Establishing Citizen’s Energy Conservation and Advisory 



    

Committee

Resolution 2011-103   Professional Services Agreement – Housing Rehabilitation Coordinator, 



 Weinberg

Resolution 2011-104   Release Escrow Fees – Poblete

Resolution 2011-106  
 Chapter 159 – Municipal Alliance Grant

Resolution 2011-107  
 Authorizing Referendum Re:  Moving Elections from May to November 

Resolution 2011-108  
 Authorizing Lease for Municipal Building with Sharbell Development 



 Corp.
Mr. Boyne offered the above items and moved their adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Calcagno.
ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan

NAYS:  
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the resolutions were declared adopted.
Resolution 2011-105  Resolution Commending Governor Christie for Withdrawing NJ From 



RGGI and Calling for Repeal of the Global Warming Response Act and 



Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative

Ms. McGowan asked for more clarification on this resolution.
Mr. Levesque said it’s part of the Energy Master Plan that was just released.  He explained that RGGI costs all taxpayers money.  He said that there are issues that the State takes on that are either right or wrong and he doesn’t feel that there is anything wrong with taking this on, especially when it affects our Town.

Mr.Ciaccio offered the above item and moved their adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Boyne
ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque

NAYS:  
None

ABSTAIN:      McGowan
There being four (4) ayes, (1) abstention, and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.
Mr. Boyne left the meeting at 8:50 p.m.

PAYMENT OF BILLS:


Current
0-01, 1-01
$3,261,810.15

Sewer
0-07, 1-07               17,300.83

Capital
C-04        
  46,111.50

Construction
0-50    
33,214.04

Grant
G-02
20,878.72                     


Inspections
I-21
44,426.90

Plan Review
R-20
19,859.22

            Performance
P-22
42,168.46


Other Trust
T-12
32,761.64

Revolving Loan          T-14
800.00

Animal Control
T-15
538.26

Recreation
T-18             
4,709.78

Total all funds
           
$ 3,524,579.50
Mr. Calcagno offered a motion that all bills found in order and correct be approved for payment as amended.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Ciaccio.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan

NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
Boyne

There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the bills were declared approved.
SECOND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION
Mr. Mike Moreken, 55 Sharon Road, Apt E22, gave Council the information for the Amateur Radio show in Mercer County Park.
Ms. Sonja Walter, 10 Patriot Drive, asked why the sewer report didn’t come out closer to the budget.  She asked about the surplus figure for 2008.
Ms. Bauer said that in 2008 it was $1.27 million and at the end of 2010 it was $796,000.

Ms. Walter asked what the operating expenses were for 2008.

Ms. Bauer said that the 2008 operating budget was $1,600,000.  She said that the operating budget for 2010 was $1,990,000.  She explained that the biggest component was the sewage usage with Hamilton.
Ms. Walter asked if the report was going to be available for the public to see.

Ms. Seigfried said that she thinks that once the ordinance is adopted than it will become a public record, but she will check with Mr. Roselli.

Ms. Walter said that she is surprised with a 40% increase in fees and she explained further. 
There was further discussion between Ms. Walter, Mr. Ghrist and Mayor Fried on the sewer fees.

Ms. Kim Johnson, 17 North Main Street, Windsor, said that when they went to go vote at the last election, one of the candidates was sitting there.
Ms. Seigfried explained that candidates, under New Jersey State law, are allowed to be at the polling place.  She said they can act as a challenger and it is very customary for candidates to be there.  She explained that they just cannot campaign.

Ms. Ciaccio explained that she just went there to get the numbers at the end of the day.
There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Ms. Ciaccio offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Calcagno.  

There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:03 p.m.
_________________________________
Sheree S. McGowan, Council President

















    _______________________________

Michele Seigfried, Municipal Clerk
