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TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE COUNCIL

Regular Meeting

May 12, 2011
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Robbinsville was called to order on May 12, 2011 at 7:32 p.m. at the Court Facility located in Robbinsville.  Ms. McGowan, Council President, presided over the meeting.

ROLL CALL

The call of the roll showed the following to be present:  Council President McGowan, Council Vice President Levesque and Council Members Boyne, Calcagno and Ciaccio.  Also present were: Mayor Fried, Administrator McGough, Director of Public Works Colarocco, Police Chief Masseroni, Attorney Roselli and Municipal Clerk Seigfried.  
SUNSHINE STATEMENT

The Municipal Clerk read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided as required under Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, specifying the time and place, with such notices being sent to the Times of Trenton, the Messenger Press and the Trentonian and being posted on the Municipal Building Public Notice Bulletin Board.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Township Council members present led the public in the salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Regular Session – April 14, 2011
Ms. Ciaccio offered a motion to approve the above meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque

ABSTAIN:
McGowan

NAYS:
None

There being four (4) ayes, no nays and (1) abstention, the minutes were declared approved.

REPORTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

Ms. McGowan congratulated Mr. Levesque and Ms. Ciaccio on their re-election to Township Council.  She thanked Mr. Boyne for his service that he has provided to the Town. 

Ms. Ciaccio said that she met with the Planner Staurt Wiser, the Redevelopment Council and Ron Beckhelman to work on the Redevelopment ordinance for Town Center.  She said right now, they are going through the Town Center Redevelopment ordinance to figure out what they want to keep and what should be revised.  She said that Staurt Wiser will write it up and everyone will get a copy of it for approval.  She said that they also discussed the sign ordinance and they are also looking at parklands.  She said that there will be an opportunity for everyone to make comments once they get the written report. 

Mr. Levesque asked what the next steps in the process are.
 Ms. McGowan explained that there will be three meetings and she explained the process further. 

Mr. Levesque asked if we are going to see anything from the other developers that didn’t present. Mr. McGough said that there will be a redevelopment plan, then an RFP. He explained further.
There was further discussion among the Council members regarding this issue.
Mr. Boyne had nothing to report.
Mr. Calcagno said that there will be a Senior Center Open House this Saturday from 1:00 to 4:00.  He said there will be a lot of giveaways and a proclamation will be read to commemorate the Older Americans Act.  He said he is pleased to see that the Library project is underway.
Mr. Levesque said, at the Economic Development meeting, the main focus was their involvement with Community Day and how they can assist the Township with marketing.  He said that they will be doing a business survey, and he explained further.
Ms. McGowan said that she is happy to see a light pole at Beechwood, Pond and Route 526.

She said that Friday night is the Girl Scout gold awards ceremony.  She said, next Wednesday night, the Robbinsville Lacrosse Association is donating a score board to the town, in memory of Christian Regulski, a little boy who passed away back in February.  She said this will take place at Blakely Park at 6:30. 

Ms. Ciaccio asked Mr. Archer about the light on Route 130, in front of the Fire House. Mr. Archer said the State’s position is that they are not going to do anything.  She asked if we could send a letter from Council about that.  
Chief Masseroni said that there were a few alternate ideas to make the light go black, and when they need it make it go red.  He said that the State is saying leave the light as it is so he doesn’t know where to go from here. 

Mayor Fried asked Mr. McGough to bring in Lt. Texidor to discuss it.
Mr. Roselli said that it’s a State highway and it’s their design and their plan, and if that’s how they want it, then we have to keep it that way.
Mr. Levesque said he would be happy to talk to the DOT once the Mayor talks to Lt. Texidor.
REPORTS OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR/MAYOR

Mr. McGough said that Spring Garden Road is paved and will be striped on Monday.  He said Folsom Way, the Library Parking Lot and Firehouse parking lot will be paved tomorrow with striping on Monday.  He said that the he did contact DOT about the grass in the median on Route 130 and was not able to get an answer.
Ms. Ciaccio said that they only mowed the site triangle.
Mr. McGough said the trees are beautiful, and he explained the areas and timeline of the planting. He said that the Cherry Trees around the lake are not part of our reforestation, the North Star Veterinary Hospital donated them.  He said that the sidewalk for the school was poured this morning and we are waiting for PSE&G to turn on the lights.  He said that the Finance building is scheduled to go to the Planning Board on June 15th and he explained the process. 

Mayor Fried welcomed North Star Vets.  He said they did their ribbon cutting on Saturday and this is a great addition to the Township.

Mayor Fried said that his is getting a number of complaints about the signs and would like to create another board to review the signs.  
Ms. McGowan said once we re-do this, we have to enforce it.

 Mr. McGough said there is a benefit coming from the Turnpike, with people wanting to come into the warehouse park.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Ms. Sally Harrison, 803 Fourth Avenue, Mercer Mobile Home Association, said they will be having a meeting on June 1st and would like Mayor Fried to be there.

Mr. McGough said that it’s on the Mayor’s calendar, and Allies will be there also.

Mr. David Wilson, 314 Meadowbrook Road, said at the Planning Board meeting, Mr. Rivers voted for Sharbell on the Gordon Simpson Track.  He said that he doesn’t understand why our professionals are not saying anything. 
Mayor Fried said that he read the minutes and he feels that our Planning Board Attorney was good. 
Mr. Wilson said that the Planning Board attorney is awesome.  He said he was speaking about the Traffic Engineers. 

Ms. McGowan clarified, that the professionals write reports which are given to the Board members which may contain some things in them that are not said at the meetings.

Mr. Wilson explained his concerns with the professionals.  He said that we are paying them good money and they should speak up at the meetings.  
Mr. McGough said that he 100% disagrees with the characterizations of our professionals.  He said that all the engineering issues were resolved and this came down to planning only.  He said there wasn’t anything for them to talk about.  He said that he thinks they did a wonderful job and the Planning Board is fantastic.  He feels that Neil Rivers voted against it because of the law and not due to lack of professional input. 
There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.

ORDINANCES – PUBLIC HEARING 

Ordinance 2011-12 


This being the time and place for a public hearing on “AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE, MERCER COUNTYAMENDING CHAPTER 142, ARTICLE IX, SECTION 142-88 (I) OF THE DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS OF THE TOWNSHIP OFROBBINSVILLE, BY AMENDING PARAGRAPH I ENTITLED “TAX MAP/GIS DATABASE UPDATE FEE,” Ms. McGowan opened the meeting for comments from the public.  

There being none, it was moved by Mr. Boyne and seconded by Mr. Levesque to close the public hearing.  

ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan


NAYS:
None

The motion carried.

It was moved by Mr. Levesque and seconded by Mr. Calcagno to adopt the Ordinance.

ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan


NAYS:
None
There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the ordinance was declared adopted.
CONSENT AGENDA 

The following resolutions were approved as the consent agenda:

Resolution 2011-84  
Amending Resolution 2011-64, Award of Bid for Tree Planting to Correct 



Number of Trees to be Planted
Resolution 2011-85  
Authorizing Fireworks Display Permit – 2011 Community Festival
Resolution 2011-86  
Award of State Contract – Playground Equipment for Pond Road Middle 



School

Resolution 2011-87   
Refund of Taxes
Resolution 2011-88 
Resolution Opposing S-1351 
Ms. Ciaccio offered the above items and moved their adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.
ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan

NAYS:  
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the resolutions were declared adopted.

PAYMENT OF BILLS:


Current
0-01, 1-01
$    4,381,997.16

Sewer
0-07, 1-07  
66,184.32

Sewer Capital 
C-08
246,536.45  

Capital
C-04
569,250.91       


Construction
0-50    
165,269.44


Grant
G-02
18,116.77                     


Inspections
I-21
47,284.50

Plan Review
R-20
10,485.69

Performance
P-22
780.12


Maintenance
M-23
122.35

Other Trust
T-12
367,402.32

Revolving Loan          T-14
26,892.50

Animal Control
T-15
1,313.02

Recreation
T-18             
7,175.50



Total all funds
           
$ 5,908,811.05
Mr. Boyne offered a motion that all bills found in order and correct be approved for payment.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Ciaccio.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque (except for Vendor# 4639), 




McGowan

NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN: 
Levesque (Vendor # 4639 Spruce Industries) 

There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the bills were declared approved.
DISCUSSION ITEMS:

Zoning Board Appointment

Ms. McGowan said there was some concern with a conflict and attendance with the Recreation Board and she wanted to make sure that this would not happen with the Zoning Board, as this is a very important board.  There was further discussion among Council members on this issue.

Resolution 2011- 83 
 Resolution Appointing Zoning Board of Adjustment Member

Ms. Ciaccio offered the above resolution and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.
ROLL CALL:  

AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan


NAYS:  
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.

SECOND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION

Ms. Betty Alfano, 832 Fourth Avenue, asked about the sculpture in Town Center. 
Ms. McGowan said that there was an article about it and the private property owner put it there.

Mr. Levesque explained that Sharbell leased it for two years, and he explained further.
Ms. Alfano asked if we would be having the Farmers Market again.
Mr. Levesque said yes and they are expanding as well.

Ms. Joanne Pannone, 215 Meadowbrook Road, said that she is afraid the trees at the park are too close together.  
Mr. McGough said that we hired the Mercer County Soil Conservation District and they are the ones that came up with the plan.  He will speak to them about it. 

There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Mr. Levesque offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Boyne.  

There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
_________________________________
Sheree S. McGowan, Council President

















    _____________________________

Michele Seigfried, Municipal Clerk
