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TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE COUNCIL

Regular Meeting

April 14, 2011
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Robbinsville was called to order on April 14, 2011 at 7:47 p.m. at the Court Facility located in Robbinsville.  Mr. Levesque, Council Vice President, presided over the meeting.

ROLL CALL

The call of the roll showed the following to be present:  Council Vice President Levesque and Council Members Boyne, Calcagno and Ciaccio.  Council President McGowan was absent.

Also present were:  Mayor Fried, Director of Public Works Colarocco, Chief Financial Officer Bauer, Police Chief Masseroni, Director of Fire Archer, Attorney Roselli and Municipal Clerk Seigfried. 
SUNSHINE STATEMENT

The Municipal Clerk read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided as required under Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, specifying the time and place, with such notices being sent to the Times of Trenton, the Messenger Press and the Trentonian and being posted on the Municipal Building Public Notice Bulletin Board.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Township Council members present led the public in the salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Regular Meeting – March 10, 2011
Ms. Ciaccio offered a motion to approve the above meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Calcagno.
ROLL CALL:

AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, 

NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
McGowan

There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the minutes were declared approved.

Regular Meeting – March 24, 2011
Ms. Ciaccio offered a motion to approve the above meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Boyne.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Ciaccio, Levesque, 


NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN:
Calcagno

ABSENT:
McGowan

There being three (3) ayes, no nays and one (1) abstention, the minutes were declared approved.

REPORTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

Mr. Levesque said that they did a tour of the Assunpink Creek.  He said that there is a lot of wildlife back there and that it is a hidden treasure.  He said he wanted to work toward making it more inviting for the general public, including putting up a sign and cleaning up the area.

Mr. Dave Mattek, Coordinator of the Assunpink Creek Trail, gave a presentation on the trail.  He said they hope to get a 20 mile trail and a 30 mile trail approved in South Jersey in the next three years.  He said on the trail running through Robbinsville, it will take a much longer time because 
15 private properties have to be purchased in Mercer County.  He asked that the Township cooperate with them and consider his recommendations.  He said that the proposed route of the hiking trail through Robbinsville is on the north side of the creek from West Windsor to East Windsor.  He explained the sizes the trail could be and that there is also a greenway aspect.  He said there is a 3 mile trail cut in Robbinsville, which is now overgrown and he explained further.

He explained there is also a way to get on to the trail through the Robbins House property.  He spoke about properties within Robbinsville and the current problems with creating the full trail.  He asked that the trail and greenway be placed into the Township’s Master Plan.  He also asked that a small property, currently used by fishermen, be dedicated to Open Space and he explained why this was critical.  He spoke about the need for a parking lot as well.
Mr. Levesque thanked Mr. Mattek.  He asked Mr. Mattek to summarize what he is discussing right now and then have a follow up meeting.

Ms. Ciaccio had no reports.

Mr. Calcagno said the annual Senior Open House is May 14, 2011 from 1 – 4 p.m.  

Mr. Calcagno asked what happened at the Zoning Board meeting.
Mr. Boyne said at the Economic Development Committee meeting, Tom Rust gave a presentation on solar fields.  He also stated that the Recreation Committee meeting was cancelled this week.

Mr. Levesque said there was a Municipal Alliance meeting and they released a schedule.  He said he appreciates Council’s support for the resolution for funding from the County and State for this year.  He said the program is funded without tax payer dollars from Robbinsville.  He said Joy Tozzi, Program Coordinator, does a great job.
REPORTS OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR/MAYOR
Mayor Fried said the Zoning Board approved the conversion of 39 units from age restricted to regular housing for Sharbell.  He said he would like to go on the record again stating this is the worst bill that was ever passed; that it was sponsored by Joe Malone in the middle of the night.  He said unfortunately, the Zoning Board felt they did not have a reason to overturn the application.
Mayor Fried reminded Council that there is an opening for an alternate on the Zoning Board and that the Chair doesn’t want to be reappointed at the end of his term.
Mr. Colarocco said pending the approval of Resolution F tonight, the contractor is ready with the trees.  Mr. Levesque recognized the Mayor and Administration about the trees.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mr. John Nix, 56 Allens Road, spoke about the Turnpike construction noise.  He said he investigated the barrier and found that their property and the four houses along the Turnpike were eligible for a noise barrier, but the conclusion was it was not justifiable money wise.  He said he noticed after they cut the tree line there was a dramatic increase in sound.  He said they then put in a small concrete barrier and the sound went back down again.  He requested that Council say something to Turnpike Authority about putting in a low barrier.
Mr. Calcagno suggested a berm.
Mr. Levesque said it took the Turnpike many years to give barriers to the homes along Routes 1 and 18 in North Jersey, so if we can come to a middle ground with the Turnpike and keep low concrete barrier there, it would be great.  Mr. Levesque suggested joint letter from Council and the Mayor.
Mayor Fried said we have been asking the Turnpike for a lot and we have had some tough times to get them to be responsive, but we’ll continue to try.
Mr. Nix clarified that his home is in Site # 12 of the Turnpike.
Mr. Calcagno said a berm will help, but just planting trees will not.
Mayor Fried said a berm is better than concrete.
Mr. Joe Schiavino, 14 Isa Court, asked about a budget line item for judgements.
Ms. Bauer explained that was a settlement for an ex-employee.  Mr. Levesque said it was due to a lawsuit.
Mr. Ed Diefenbach, 138 Windsor Road, said the Assunpink Creek is part of the Federal and State.  He gave a phone number for Ray Porutski, Division of Fish and Game.  He said he thought someone from the Township Council should call and find out what is going on there.  He said when they first started to cut the trails two years ago, they talked about not wanting people to walk back there with the hunters, and they asked to stop cutting the trails.  He explained further.  
Mr. Levesque said there was recently an Environmental Inventory done by the Environmental Commission and that he would look through that to see if the maps were included.
Mr. Diefenbach said he has the maps if they are needed.
Mr. Joe Nix, 54 Allens Road, said that there was an excellent job done on the snow this year.  He spoke about the Turnpike noise and said he feels that the berm would be the best idea. 
Mr. Levesque said that he understands all of the issues and asked to be given a little time to work on this.  He said that he will keep them posted. 

Mr. Nix said that Allens Road is a thoroughfare for those big trucks and they are destroying the road.
Mayor Fried said that there is probably not a day that goes by that we don’t think about shutting them down.
Mr. Nix spoke about the problems that the trucks are causing to the road.  He said something has to be done in the future.

Mr. Calcagno asked if they are bringing dirt in or out.
Mr. Nix said it’s not so much dirt, but equipment. 
There was further discussion between Council and Mr. Nix on the issue.
Ms. Ciaccio asked Ms. Seigfried to inform Mr. McGough of this issue and have him contact DOT.
There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Mr. Boyne offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Ciaccio.  

There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.

ORDINANCES – INTRODUCTION
Ordinance 2011-11
Mr. Calcagno offered a motion to introduce on first reading and have published according to law, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 109 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE, COUNTY OF MERCER, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, A PORTION OF SECTION 109-10 (A) ENTITLED “PLOTTING/RECORDING FEE.” The motion was seconded by Ms. Ciaccio.  The public hearing will be on April 28, 2011.
ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque 


NAYS:  
None

ABSENT:
McGowan
The motion carried.

Ordinance 2011-12
Mr. Calcagno offered a motion to introduce on first reading and have published according to law, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE, MERCER COUNTY AMENDING CHAPTER 142, ARTICLE IX, SECTION 142-88 (I) OF THE DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE, BY ADDING PARAGRAPH I ENTITLED TAX MAP/GIS DATABASE UPDATE FEE.” The motion was seconded by Ms. Ciaccio.  The public hearing will be on April 28, 2011.
ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque 


NAYS:  
None

ABSENT:
McGowan
The motion carried.

ORDINANCES – PUBLIC HEARING 

Ordinance 2011-8 


This being the time and place for a public hearing on “ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK,” Mr. Levesque opened the meeting for comments from the public.  

There being none, it was moved by Mr. Boyne and seconded by Ms. Ciaccio to close the public hearing.  

ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque

NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
McGowan
The motion carried.

It was moved by Mr. Boyne and seconded by Ms. Ciaccio to adopt the Ordinance.

ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque

NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
McGowan

There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the ordinance was declared adopted.
Ordinance 2011-10


This being the time and place for a public hearing on “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 7 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE ENTITLED “TRAFFIC,” AND SECTION 7-38.3 ENTITLED “CONTROL OF MOVEMENT AND PARKING ON ALL OTHER PRIVATE PROPERTY,” MAKING THE PROVISIONS OF SUBTITLE ONE OF TITLE 39 WITH VARIOUS TRAFFIC REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO ANDOVER GLEN DEVELOPMENT,”
Mr. Levesque opened the meeting for comments from the public.  

There being none, it was moved by Ms. Ciaccio and seconded by Mr. Calcagno to close the public hearing.  

ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque

NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
McGowan
The motion carried.
It was moved by Mr. Boyne and seconded by Mr. Calcagno to adopt the Ordinance.

ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque

NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
McGowan

There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the ordinance was declared adopted.
CONSENT AGENDA 

The following resolutions were approved as the consent agenda:

Resolution 2011- 70  
Resolution Authorizing Cancellation of Sewer Fees
Resolution 2011- 60  
Resolution Authorizing Refunds of Tax Overpayments
Resolution 2011- 61   
Resolution Appointing a Municipal Housing Liaison
Resolution 2011-62    
Resolution Authorizing Application to Mercer County for Funding 



Active Recreation Under the Mercer at Play Program     

Resolution 2011-63
Reallocation of Capital Ordinance Funds
Resolution 2011-64
Resolution Authorizing the Award of Bid for NNL Grant - Tree Planting 



Program
Resolution 2011-65
Authorizing Fireworks Display Permit 2011 St. Gregory the Great 



Carnival
Mr. Boyne offered the above items and moved their adoption.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Ciaccio.
ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque 

NAYS:  
None

ABSENT:
McGowan

There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the resolutions were declared adopted.

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution 2011-66
Amending Capital Budget
Ms. Ciaccio offered the above resolution as amended and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Calcagno.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque 


NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
McGowan

There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.
Resolution 2011-67
 Emergency Temporary

Mr. Boyne offered the above resolution and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Ciaccio.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, 


NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
McGowan

There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.
Resolution 2011-68
Resolution Supporting A-3412 Sharing the Burden of Property 



Assessment Appeal

Mr. Boyne asked Mr. Calcagno to explain this resolution.

Mr. Calcagno explained that we have to pay 100% of the burden for the tax appeals.  He said that what this resolution is saying is that this should be a shared process.  He explained further.  

Mr. Levesque asked if we are taking the cost and pushing this down to the schools.

Mayor Fried explained that this resolution is saying that everybody gives their portion back equally if an appeal comes in.  He explained further.

There was further discussion between the Council Members and the Mayor regarding the resolution.

Mr. Calcagno offered the above resolution and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Ciaccio.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, 


NAYS:
Boyne

ABSENT:
McGowan

There being three (3) ayes and one (1) nay, the resolution was declared adopted.
Resolution 2011-69
Establishing Minimum Bid for Robbins House Farm
Mr. Calcagno explained that we are tying to establish a firm fair minimum and he explained further. 

Mr. Calcagno offered the above resolution as amended and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Boyne.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, 


NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
McGowan

There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.
Mr. Boyne spoke about the letter from Nancy Tindall trying to get the Robbins House into the National Historic Society.  

Mayor Fried said that Administration would oppose it.  He explained that once you do that, you lose control of how to maintain it and the maintenance cost should go through the roof.  He explained further.  

PAYMENT OF BILLS:


Current
0-01, 1-01         $
913,815.99

Sewer
0-07, 1-07
428,222.57

Sewer Capital
C-08 
293,673.27


Construction
1-50 
785,031.96   


Capital
C-04                       66,587.55


Grant
G-02                         9,342.26




Inspections
I-21
3,604.92

Plan Review
R-20
15,778.24

Performance
P-22
34,127.57


Other Trust
T-12
14,458.92

Revolving Loan
T-14
2,124.00

Animal Control
T-15
5,556.93

Payroll
T-16
756.52

Recreation
T-18               
897.06

Total all funds

$  2,573,977.76
Ms. Ciaccio offered a motion that all bills found in order and correct be approved for payment as amended.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Boyne.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque (except for Vendor# 4639)

NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN: 
Levesque (Vendor # 4639 Spruce Industries) 


ABSENT:
McGowan
There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the bills were declared approved.

SECOND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION

Mr. Mike Moreken, 55 Sharon Road, Apt E22, asked about fixing the crosswalk across Route 130. 
Mr. Levesque said that letters and phone calls have gone in to the State regarding this issue.
Mr. Moreken asked if anyone has contacted NJ Transit regarding bus signs in front of  the Methodist church on Main Street.
Mr. Levesque said that we will try to talk to NJ Transit.
Mr. Moreken clarified that it’s the 606 bus.  He thanked the Public Works employees for their work with the new sidewalk. 

Mr. Levesque thanked Mr. Colarocco.
Mr. Ed Diefenbach, 138 Windsor Road, asked how long the lease would be on the Robbins House. 
Mr. Roselli said that it would be five years with two five year extensions. 
Mr. Diefenbach said that if it is going to be rented to a nursery than we should keep in mind that once a tree is taken out they take out a lot of Township land.
There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Mr. Boyne offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Ciaccio.  

There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.

Ms. Ciaccio said that many residents have come to her regarding the zip code and the problems it is causing with the mail.

Mr. Roselli explained the process of getting the Zip Code changed.

Mr. Calcagno said that we have tried this process a few years ago and one of the stipulations is that you cannot re-visit the issue for a certain amount of years.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances, and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist. 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township of Robbinsville Council, County of Mercer, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The public shall be excluded from discussions of and action hereinafter specified as:


Litigation – CJS Investments v. Township of Robbinsville 
2. It is anticipated at this time the above stated subject matter will be made public


when it is determined that the need for confidentiality no longer exists.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

Ms. Boyne offered a motion to adopt the above resolution and recess to executive session.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Ciaccio.  

ROLL CALL:

AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque


NAYS:
None


ABSENT:
McGowan

There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted and the Township Council recessed at 8:50 p.m. 

The meeting was reconvened at 8:55 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:56 p.m.
_________________________________
Sheree S. McGowan, Council President

















    _____________________________

Michele Seigfried, Municipal Clerk
