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TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE COUNCIL

Special Budget Workshop Meeting

March 4, 2011
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Robbinsville was called to order on March 4, 2011 at 9:05 a.m. at the Court Facility located in Robbinsville.  Ms. McGowan, Council President, presided over the meeting.

ROLL CALL

The call of the roll showed the following to be present:  Council President McGowan, Council Vice President Levesque and Council Members Boyne, Calcagno and Ciaccio.  Also present were:  Administrator McGough, Director of Public Works Colarocco, Chief Financial Officer Bauer, Police Chief Masseroni, Director of Fire Archer, Assistant Chief Financial Officer Halasz, Lieutenant Texidor, Lieutenant Bainbridge, Assistant Administrator Tozzi, Construction Official Corby and Municipal Clerk Seigfried. 
SUNSHINE STATEMENT

The Municipal Clerk read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided as required under Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, specifying the time and place, with such notices being sent to the Times of Trenton, the Messenger Press and the Trentonian and being posted on the Municipal Building Public Notice Bulletin Board.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Township Council members present led the public in the salute to the flag.
2011 MUNICIPAL BUDGET WORKSHOP DISCUSSION

Ms. Seigfried explained the Township Clerk’s Budget including the Paris Grant, legal advertising, repair of minute books, conferences, education, training, travel and elections.  She said that $2,000 for the laser system maintenance could be cut because it will not be billed until January 2012.

Ms. McGowan said that she anticipated any cuts being placed into surplus because she did not think there would be enough cuts to make a penny.

Chief Masseroni answered questions from the Council regarding the Police Department Budget, including computer and other equipment, overtime, hiring, salaries, communications equipment, and GPS.

Mr. Archer explained overtime, salaries, union contracts, and an overall savings of over $71,000.  He and Ms. Bauer answered questions from Council regarding the Safer Grant.  Mr. Archer also answered questions from Council regarding promotions, the incentive program for the volunteers, hydrant charges, and equipment,

Council asked for the last bill from Aqua NJ for hydrants for 2010.

In response to Council’s questions, Mr. Archer explained  medical screenings, EMS, and new hires.  Ms. Bauer explained that the salary for new hires will come from the Safer Grant account and not the salary and wage account.

Mr. Colarocco explained his salary and wage budget.  Mr. Boyne asked if he had the resources necessary to get the job done in the Town.  Mr. Colarocco said that he did. Mr. Colarocco answered questions from Council regarding snow, overtime, grounds and parks, fertilizer, trash collection, truck maintenance, warranties, and fuel costs.

Council President McGowan called for a recess at 9:50 a.m.

The meeting was reconvened at 10:07 a.m.

Mr. Corby spoke about the construction rider, the fee increases, and increased activity for permits and inspections.  He answered questions from Council including changes in fees, salaries, and the construction rider.

Ms. Bauer explained the finance budget including the QPA Interlocal Agreement with Hamilton Township and education and training.  She answered questions from Mr. Boyne regarding charges to other accounts in the finance budget.

Mr. McGough answered questions from Council regarding the Tax Assessment OE budget.  He said that $10,000 for tax appeals can be cut from line 228.

Mr. McGough answered questions from Council regarding the Land Use budget.  In respone to Ms. Ciaccio’s question, Mr. McGough explained the situation with the Buckley Lane sewers, stating that it is not currently in the budget, but that they are in conversations with a developer to install the sewer.  He said that Council can include the costs of installation of the sewer in the capital budget.  Ms. Ciaccio said the people on Buckley Lane have been waiting for a long time.  Mr. McGough recommended putting $2 million into the budget to cover it, knowing the money would come back from the residents.  In response to Council’s questions, Mr. McGough said that all homeowners would have to agree to pay prior to expending the money.

Ms. Bauer answered questions from Council regarding the Capital Improvement Fund.

Mr. McGough and Ms. Bauer answered questions from Council regarding affordable housing.  

Mr. Boyne asked about the social security amounts.  Ms. Bauer explained and said she would send the calculations to Mr. Boyne.

Ms. Ciaccio asked about the sound system in the Senior Center.  Mr. McGough explained.

Mr. Boyne asked about Engineering Services line 228.  Mr. McGough explained the engineering consultants and that he believes it is a prudent amount.

In response to Council’s questions, Mr. McGough and Ms. Bauer explained encumbrances.  Ms. Bauer also explained unemployment insurance and the Township being self-insured.  Mr. McGough explained the reserve for uncollected taxes and how it is calculated.  Ms. Bauer explained the surplus amounts, which she believes are adequate.

Ms. McGowan asked about the Energy Receipts Tax.  Ms. Bauer said that we are receiving the same aid as last year.

Ms. Bauer reviewed the following changes to the budget:
· -2,000 Clerk’s OE

· -10,000 Tax Assessment OE Budget

· Salary Change in the Public Works Budget

· $2 million addition to the Sewer Capital, which will generate $100,000 to the Sewer OE budget
In response to Mr. McGough’s question, Council stated that it was their intent to lift the furloughs.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Ms. Sonja Walter, 10 Patriot Drive, thanked Police and Fire for the services that they provide.  She also thanked Mr. Colarocco for the work he and his staff does.  She asked what the total sewer utility budget is for the year.  Ms. Bauer said it was $2,116,252.55.  

Ms. Walter asked about a rate increase for this year.  Mr. McGough said they are doing an analysis on the rates this year.

Ms. Walter said she was happy they are going to take on the Buckley Sewer with the recapture agreements.  She said she was glad to hear about the furloughs being taken off.  

Ms. Walter asked if they anticipated raises.  Mr. McGough said no.  

Ms. Walter asked about health insurance for elected officials.  Council said that some members were receiving health insurance.

Ms. Walter asked about outside engineering costs increasing over the past two years.  Mr. Levesque said it all depends on the projects they are doing in town.  Mr. McGough said she would need more detail on the question.  Ms. Walter said she was asking about the engineering services previously provided by Jack West.  Mr. McGough said they have not changed.  There was further discussion on the issue.

Ms. Walter asked about the legal expenses for 2010 and 2011.  Ms. Bauer gave her the amounts.  

Ms. Walter asked if this was the only budget meeting prior to introduction.  Ms. McGowan said yes.
There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Mr. Levesque offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Ciaccio.  

There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m.
_________________________________
Sheree S. McGowan, Council President
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Michele Seigfried, Municipal Clerk
