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TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE COUNCIL

Regular Meeting

March 24, 2011
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Robbinsville was called to order on March 24, 2011 at 7:33 p.m. at the Court Facility located in Robbinsville.  Ms. McGowan, Council President, presided over the meeting.

ROLL CALL

The call of the roll showed the following to be present:  Council President McGowan, Council Vice President Levesque and Council Members Boyne and Ciaccio.  Council Member Calcagno was absent.

Also present were:  Mayor Fried, Administrator McGough, Director of Public Works Colarocco, Chief Financial Officer Bauer, Police Chief Masseroni, Attorney Roselli and Municipal Clerk Seigfried. 
SUNSHINE STATEMENT

The Municipal Clerk read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided as required under Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, specifying the time and place, with such notices being sent to the Times of Trenton, the Messenger Press and the Trentonian and being posted on the Municipal Building Public Notice Bulletin Board.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Township Council members present led the public in the salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Regular Meeting – February 24, 2011
Mr. Levesque offered a motion to approve the above meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Ciaccio.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan

NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN:
Boyne

ABSENT:
Calcagno

There being three (3) ayes, no nays, and one (1) abstention, the minutes were declared approved.

Special Meeting – March 4, 2011


Executive Session – March 10, 2011
Mr. Levesque offered a motion to approve the above meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Boyne.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan


NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
Calcagno

There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the minutes were declared approved.

REPORTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

Ms. Ciaccio said that she went with the Meals on Wheels Director yesterday to different houses.  She said that it was very nice and she reminded everyone to consider donating to Meals on Wheels.
Mr. Boyne had nothing to report.
Mr. Levesque spoke about the Dog Park in Town Center.  He said that there were several requests from residents for an interior fence that is being installed.  He said that there is also going to be a water fountain installed which will be good for the summer months.  He thanked Dino and Chris Merias for their work.
Mr. Levesque spoke about resolution 12C on the agenda regarding the Municipal Alliance Grant. He urged Council to support the resolution and thanked Joy Tozzi for putting together all of the paperwork.  He said that she does a great job running that program.
 Mr. Levesque read a Proclamation from the Mayor into the record which proclaimed,
April 2011, Alcohol Awareness Month.

Ms. McGowan said that Mr. Calcagno is not here because he is receiving a Presidential Award for his employment.  She congratulated him.
REPORTS OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR/MAYOR

Mayor Fried said that on Tuesday, he gave highlights on the projects we were going to be doing.  He said that we received some money from the Turnpike to use for recreation. 

Mr. McGough said at the next Council meeting we will be doing a resolution to use the $3,000 as a match for the Mercer at Play Grant.  He explained further.

Mayor Fried said that we received $1.25 million for trees, which is the 1st of 3 installations.  He said that we will be going out for approximately 2,000 trees in first installment and another 1800 trees in phase 2 for fall planting.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Ms. Betty Alfano, 832 Fourth Ave., congratulated Mayor Fried on his GOP nomination.  She said that a letter was sent out to Mercer Mobile Homes, which stated they wanted their filing fee back.  She explained the letter further.  She said it would be stupid to give that money back and lose their rent control.  She said that people are starting to panic because of this letter.  She feels that this is an awful thing to do.  She said that she hopes that they will consider keeping the filing fee in place.
Mr. Roselli said that it’s Council decision.

Ms. McGowan said at the last meeting they let people know that if they did get the money back, then they would lose their protection.  She said that it has to be something that the entire community is in agreement with.
Ms. Alfano said that you cannot let three people make a decision for everyone in the Park. 
Mayor Fried suggested they sign a petition to get the money back so that we know everyone is okay with it.

Mr. Roselli said that the point was the filing fee was required by the ordinance.  He explained further. 
Ms. Alfano said that not everyone in the Park is aware of this. 

Mr. Boyne asked how much of the filing fee had been spent.
Mr. Roselli said that the attorney fees more than likely exceeded the deposit. 

Ms. Alfano thanked everyone for helping out.
Ms. Joanne Pannone, 215 Meadowbrook Road, said that NJ American Water gives grants for fountains. She said that there were a few people from Meadowbrook Road at the Planning Board meeting last night about changing from senior to non-age restricted housing.  She said that one of the Planning Board members asked if the developer had signed an agreement to pay for the sewers.  She said that her understanding was that Council agreed to put the sewers in and the developer was going to pay the town back. 

Mayor Fried said that was correct, once they tie in, they will pay it back.
Ms. Pannone said that the developer said he didn’t sign the agreement, so that’s a scary thing. 

Mayor Fried said there is a whole lot of reasons that we may not want that to happen.
Ms. Pannone said that she would like to have sewers and water. 

Mayor Fried said that you have to be part of the 208 and in order to do that you have to make an application to DEP.  He explained the process further. 
Ms. Pannone said that our money is going to be spent for Sharbell. The commercial development has been significantly reduced and that was part of the deal for the sewers.
She said she walked at the Assunpink Dam Site Six and the lake doesn’t have a name.  She contacted DEP and suggested having a contest to come up with a name for it.  
Mr. David Wilson, 314 Meadowbrook Road, said he also attended the Planning Board meeting last night and there is never going to be as much commercial as was promised.  He said one of the big problems is that the traffic engineer said there was going to be less traffic with the conversion.  He said that he doesn’t understand how that is possible.  He spoke about other projects that are going to cause traffic problems.  He said that the whole thing didn’t make any sense and he feels that the traffic engineer should be asking more questions.
Mr. George Vardakis, 114 Tindall Road, said he noticed at the last meeting that both developers presented large residential portions and being that is technically owned by the tax payers, he was hoping for more creative commercial or office space.  He liked the idea of extending Route 526, which would give more commercial space.  He said that we don’t have much control over Gordon Simpson because of the State law.  He said that is an unfortunate situation and there were a lot of allowances given to Sharbell in Town Center specifically with the stipulation that was senior housing on the Gordon Simpson Tract.  He said that it’s disingenuous for Sharbell to come back at us.  He said it is incumbent on them to work with the community and not bury everyone here. 

Mr. Jim Guididas, 20 Jared Drive, asked about the zoning for the tractor trailers that are parked at the banana warehouse and Windsor Industrial Park.  He said that there needs to be some clear cut tools to allow Zoning and Planning to get owners to clean up their properties.  He explained further. 
Ms. Ciaccio thanked him for bringing this up as she has heard other complaints about this. 

Mr. Roselli said that you can always go back to the original site plan and if they violate it then you can always site them on that.
Mr. Mike Moreken, 55 Sharon Road, Apt. E22, said he would like to see the pedestrian light turned on at the Dunkin Donuts. 

Mr. McGough said it’s a State highway so it’s State jurisdiction.
Mr. Moreken said that he would like someone to take a look at the sidewalk across from Sovereign Bank.
There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Mr. Boyne offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Ciaccio.  

There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.

ORDINANCES – INTRODUCTION
Ordinance 2011-8

Mr. Levesque offered a motion to introduce on first reading and have published according to law, “AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14).”  The motion was seconded by Ms. Ciaccio.  The public hearing will be on April 14, 2011.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan


NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
Calcagno
The motion carried.
Ordinance 2011-9

Ms. McGowan announced that Ordinance 2011-9 entitled “AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE, MERCER COUNTY AMENDING CHAPTER 225, “STREETS AND SIDEWALKS” OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE, ARTICLE III, SECTION 225-19, ENTITLED “SNOW,” was being held until April 14, 2011.
Ordinance 2011-10
Mr. Levesque offered a motion to introduce on first reading and have published according to law, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 7 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE ENTITLED “TRAFFIC,” AND SECTION 7-38.3 ENTITLED “CONTROL OF MOVEMENT AND PARKING ON ALL OTHER PRIVATE PROPERTY,” MAKING THE PROVISIONS OF SUBTITLE ONE OF TITLE 39 WITH VARIOUS TRAFFIC REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO ANDOVER GLEN DEVELOPMENT.”  The motion was seconded by Mr. Boyne.  The public hearing will be on April 14, 2011.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan


NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
Calcagno

The motion carried.

ORDINANCES – PUBLIC HEARING 

Ordinance 2011- 5


This being the time and place for a public hearing on “AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE, MERCER COUNTY AMENDING CHAPTER 225, “STREETS AND SIDEWALKS” OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE BY ADDING NEW ARTICLE IV, ENTITLED “MAINTENANCE OF SIDEWALKS, DRIVEWAY APRONS AND CURBS,” Ms. McGowan opened the meeting for comments from the public.  
Ms. Sonja Walter, 10 Patriot Drive, asked for an explanation of the grandfathering.  Mr. Levesque explained that an inventory was taken prior to this ordinance.  Ms. McGowan said that hazardous is the key word and a minor crack in the sidewalk wouldn’t qualify.  There was further discussion between Council members and Ms. Walter regarding the sidewalk inventory that was taken.
Mr. George Vardakis, 114 Tindall Road, thanked Council for clarifying this ordinance with a purpose section and taking out their concerns regarding the removal of trees.  He asked that it go on record that this does not pertain to a developer trying to force a private property owner to remove something off their property. 

Mr. Roselli said that Mr. Vardakis was correct, that it is not for that purpose, and that will be in the minutes which are maintained forever.

Mr. Vardakis also thanked Council for adding the section regarding the curbs only being the homeowner’s responsibility if they damage it. He said it was a concern that if a snow plow damaged it, that they would be liable. 

Mr. Boyne asked if it was the intent of the Township to repair all of the sidewalks in the Town. 

Ms. McGowan said just the ones on the inventory.

There being no one further wishing to speak, it was moved by Mr. Levesque and seconded by Ms. Ciaccio to close the public hearing.  
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan

ABSTAIN: 
Boyne

NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
Calcagno
The motion carried.

It was moved by Ms. Ciaccio and seconded by Mr. Levesque to adopt the Ordinance.

ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan

ABSTAIN:
Boyne

NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
Calcagno
There being three (3) ayes, no nays, and one (1) abstention, the ordinance was declared adopted.

Ordinance 2011- 7


This being the time and place for a public hearing on “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING VARIOUS CHAPTERS OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE, COUNTY OF MERCER, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, NAMELY CHAPTERS 109 and 122,” Ms. McGowan opened the meeting for comments from the public.
There being none, it was moved by Mr. Levesque and seconded by Ms. Ciaccio to close the public hearing.  
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan

NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
Calcagno

The motion carried.

It was moved by Ms. Ciaccio and seconded by Mr. Boyne to adopt the Ordinance.

ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan

NAYS:
None


ABSENT:
Calcagno
There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the ordinance was declared adopted.

2011 ANNUAL MUNICIPAL BUDGET

Resolution 2011-53    
Introduction of 2011 Annual Municipal Budget

Ms. Bauer said that she would need to add $15,000 to the budget for the Shared Services Agreement with Upper Freehold Township.  She explained further.
Mr. Boyne asked about the overtime in the Police Department budget.  He asked why it was such a large increase.

Mayor Fried said that we are down a couple officers which makes overtime go up.  He said it is very hard to predict what may or may not happen.

Mr. Boyne said upon looking at the payroll records there was a lot of variation in the records.

There was further discussion between Mr. Boyne, Mayor Fried and Chief Masseroni.

Mr. Boyne asked about the increase in Social Security.

Ms. Bauer said that we can cut some of that out.

Mr. Boyne asked about the reserve for uncollected taxes.  He explained his concern with the amount budgeted for this line item.

Ms. Bauer said the $1.5 million that is in there now is composed of three numbers, $650,000 for delinquencies and there is some overvalue commercial property that can amount to that same number.  She said that the Tax Assessor gives us a guide for residential which came to $200,000.
Mr. Boyne asked about the other $500,000 that is sitting out there.  He said that his concern is that the surplus is down to nothing.

Mayor Fried said that we will be moving the $500,000 to surplus. 

There was further discussion between Mr. Boyne, Mayor Fried and Ms. Bauer regarding this issue.

A motion was made by Mr. Levesque and seconded by Ms. Ciaccio to include the amendments discussed at previous Council meetings into the 2011 Annual Municipal Budget as amended to include the change of $15,000 as discussed above.

ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Boyne, Ciaccio, McGowan, Levesque


NAYS:  
None



ABSENT:
Calcagno
The motion carried.

Mr. Levesque made a motion to introduce the 2011 Annual Municipal Budget.  It was seconded by Mr. Boyne.  The public hearing on the budget will be held on April 28, 2011. 

ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Boyne, Ciaccio, McGowan, Levesque


NAYS:  
None



ABSENT:
Calcagno
There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.

CONSENT AGENDA 

The following resolutions were approved as the consent agenda:

Resolution 2011-54    Self-Examination of Budget as required by DCA 

Resolution 2011-55   
Authorizing Shared Services Agreement with Upper Freehold for 




Automotive Maintenance
Resolution 2011-56     Authorizing Shared Services Agreement with Mercer County for 




 Municipal Alliance Program

Resolution 2011- 57    Accepting Performance Guarantee for soil importation- Mercer Mgt & 


             Development

Ms. Ciaccio offered the above items and moved their adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan


NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
Calcagno
There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the resolutions were declared adopted.

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution 2011- 58
Emergency Temporary
Mr. Levesque offered the above resolution and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Boyne.
ROLL CALL:  

AYES:

Boyne, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan


NAYS:  
None


ABSENT:       Calcagno
There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.

PAYMENT OF BILLS:


Current
0-01, 1-01
$  3,017,327.94

Sewer
0-07, 1-07                5,282.31    


Construction
0-50
6,202.43
                          


Capital
C-04
44,946.68


Grant
G-02
900.00



Inspections
I-21
11,104.18

Plan Review
R-20
9,164.60

Other Trust
T-12
5,578.50

Revolving Loan
T-14
400.00

Animal Control
T-15
445.80

Recreation
T-18
   3,216.75

Total all funds
                
$4,211,261.92
Mr. Levesque offered a motion that all bills found in order and correct be approved for payment.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Boyne.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan


NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
Calcagno
There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the bills were declared approved.

SECOND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION

There being no one from the public wishing to speak, Mr. Boyne offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Ciaccio.  

There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.
Ms. Bauer informed Council the Municipal Alliance Grant was not included in the budget because we haven’t received that signed agreement yet.  She said that it will go in as an amendment.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.
_________________________________
Sheree S. McGowan, Council President

















    _____________________________

Michele Seigfried, Municipal Clerk
