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TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE COUNCIL

Regular Meeting

March 10, 2011
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Robbinsville was called to order on March 10, 2011 at 7:35 p.m. at the Court Facility located in Robbinsville.  Ms. McGowan, Council President, presided over the meeting.

ROLL CALL

The call of the roll showed the following to be present:  Council President McGowan, Council Vice President Levesque and Council Members Boyne, Calcagno and Ciaccio.  Also present were:  Administrator McGough, Chief Financial Officer Bauer, Police Chief Masseroni, Director of Fire Archer, Attorney Roselli, Redevelopment Coordinator Caffrey and Municipal Clerk Seigfried. 
SUNSHINE STATEMENT

The Municipal Clerk read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided as required under Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, specifying the time and place, with such notices being sent to the Times of Trenton, the Messenger Press and the Trentonian and being posted on the Municipal Building Public Notice Bulletin Board.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Township Council members present led the public in the salute to the flag.

RESOLUTIONS
Resolution 2011-48
Honoring Grand Marshal of Robbinsville’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

Resolution 2011-49
Honoring Elizabeth Buckley Franken as Irish Person of the Year


Ms. Ciaccio offered the above items and moved their adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.
ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan

NAYS:  
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the resolutions were declared adopted.
Ms. Ciaccio read the Resolution Honoring Maurice T. Perilli as Grand Marshal of the Robbinsville’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade, and presented the resolution to Mr. Perilli.

Ms. McGowan read the resolution Honoring Elizabeth Buckley Franken as Irish Person of the Year, and presented the resolution to Ms. Franken.

PRESENTATIONS FOR TOWN CENTER SOUTH REDEVELOPMENT

Ms. McGowan read the following letter into the record:


[image: image2.emf]
Ms. Caffrey said that she drew lots in the Township Clerk’s Office to determine the order of the developer’s presentations tonight and that Sharbell would go first.

Mr. Tom Troy, Sharbell Development Corporation, reviewed a power point presentation.  He explained two concepts.  One concept included 125,000 square feet of mixed use development, a 6,000 square foot pad site, 241 townhouses, 250 market price condominiums, 125 affordable housing units, and open space.  The other concept plan included 130,000 square feet of mixed use development, an 8,000 food pad site, 156 townhouses, 259 market price condominiums, 153 affordable housing units, open space an 189 apartments, or in place of the apartments, 200,000 square feet of office space.
Mr. Troy said the plans would be similar, but not a duplicate of the North Side.  
Ms. McGowan explained that this is just a concept and a lot of the specifics may change.

Mr. Calcagno said that they would like to do a better job with recreational space.  Mr. Troy said that is a very valid point and there are plenty of opportunities to have this happen as part of this plan.

Ms. Ciaccio asked if he would be open to the idea of office space and commercial.  Mr. Troy said having the road function as a fairly major route would open up opportunities for additional retail there.  He explained further.  He said this is between a 15 to 20 year build-out plan.  He said this plan needs to flexible.
Ms. Ciaccio said that she feels that families are looking for a place to walk around and they have the opportunity to make this a walkable village type area.  Mr. Troy said he feels that it is very important to make the south side street edge similar to the north side.
Mr. Levesque asked if he would need a specific time on the bypass being built.  Mr. Troy said that they do not depend on the bypass being built.  He explained further.  He said that this will be a DOT call.  He said that you want to maximize the amount of traffic going past the businesses.  
Ms. Caffrey asked what type of retail that we can expect.  She asked about the architectural designs.  Mr. Troy said he is not doing things that are as formal or traditional as what was done on the north side.  He said a big issue today is sustainability and energy awareness and he continued to explain.  

Mr. Troy said that they are already seeing interest from certain national coffee shop and restaurant chains.
Mr. Kevin Blackney and Dante Germano from Nexus Properties gave a presentation.  Mr. Blackney showed maps and a diagram which included four-story multi-family buildings with retail, restaurants, parkland and open space.  The plan included a shuttle bus to the Hamilton Train Station for commuters.  He said that solar panels would be used to create a greener environment. 

Ms. McGowan asked if the apartments would be rentals or owned.  Mr. Blackney said rentals.
Ms. Levesque asked how the bypass would affect them.  Mr. Germano said it would not affect them.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON REDEVELOPMENT
Ms.  Carolyn Jacquinto, 39 Oak Street, asked what their intentions were regarding Mercer Mobile Homes.  Ms. McGowan said that Mercer Mobile Homes is not part of the redevelopment and nothing will be touched there.

Mr. Mike Moreken, 55 Sharon Road, Apt E22, spoke about larger vehicles being able to get around.

Ms. Sonja Walter, 10 Patriot Drive, asked about LED lights.

Mr. George Vadakis, 114 Tindall Road, asked about the smaller parcels and if there has been a consensus with the property owners in working with the developers.

Mr. Robert Beckelman, Redevelopment Attorney, said that it’s too early to determine that.

Mr. Vardakis asked if there is any chance of widening Route 33.  Ms. McGowan said that the State would handle that.

Mr. Vardakis spoke about parking and the ability to generate tenants.  Ms. Caffrey said that in the notice that was put out prior to the meeting, one of the instructions was to address the parking and she feels both plans presented tonight did address parking.

Mr. Troy spoke about the parking situation.  He said that he does recognize that the parking needs some work.  
Mr. Blackney said that they are very aware of the parking situation and they will be providing two spaces per unit.

There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Ms. Ciaccio offered a motion to close this public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.  

There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.

REPORTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

Mr. Boyne said the Recreation meeting has been canceled until April.
REPORTS OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR/MAYOR

Mr. McGough said there was an award on the Spring Garden Road project and that the contractor has sent back their acceptance of the award. 
Mr. Calcagno asked what projects were coming up.  Mr. McGough said that we just received another grant from DOT for the other side of Spring Garden Road and we are hoping to get that out for bid in early summer.  He said that we are also looking at doing the traffic signal at Pond Road and Route 526.

Ms. Ciaccio asked if we would need a resolution to do the Buckley Lane sewers.  Mr. McGough said that the sewer engineer has done an analysis and he is looking at $1.5 million.
REGULAR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Ms. Sonja Walter,10 Patriot Drive, asked how much surplus was left in the sewer utility budget.

Ms. Bauer explained that they needed to revise it to add another $100,000.  She explained further.  She said that total they are using is $675,902.00 and approximately $125,000.00.

Ms. Walter spoke about health benefits she read a decision from GRC.  She asked how many elected officials are paying for health benefits.

Mr. Levesque said that he takes the health benefits.  He said that he contributes to them and he explained further.

There was further discussion between the Council Members and Ms. Walter regarding the health benefits.

Ms. Walter thanked Mr. Boyne for apologizing about the time of the budget meeting.  She asked what the rush was this year to pass the budget.  

There was further discussion between Ms. Walter and Ms. McGowan regarding the budget.

Mr. Joseph Schivano, 14 Isa Court, spoke about the status of a payment.
Mr. Roselli said that payment was made because the members of the park requested a hearing with respect to the rent being charged.  He said under the ordinance, it requires that a filing fee be charged and used for that hearing.  
Mr. Schivano asked if the hearing was held and if the residents were aware of it.  Mr. Roselli said that a hearing was held.
Ms. Caffrey said that there was a hearing and they attempted to waive the filing fee but the Mobile Home Park owner objected to the hearing being held without the fee, compelling them to collect the fee.  She said that owner took the Township to court to reverse ordinance.

Mr. Roselli explained further. 

Ms. Caffrey said that the filing fees cannot be returned until all the matters are resolved.

Mr. Roselli reiterated what Ms. Caffrey stated.
There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Mr. Boyne offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.  

There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.
ORDINANCES – INTRODUCTION
Ordinance 2011- 6

“AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF CERTAIN OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE FOR 2011”
Mr. Boyne made a motion to change the retroactive date on the Ordinance to March 28, 2011.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Ciaccio.

Mr. Calcagno said that the ideal thing would have been to have the Budget in place by January 1st and then everyone could have been brought back then.  He explained why he felt that the 2% individuals should have their pay back retroactive.

Mr. McGough explained that when the budget was presented it did reflect the 2% pay cut being lifted as of January 1st, he explained further.

ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Boyne, Ciaccio

NAYS:  
Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan 

The motion was defeated.
Mr. Levesque offered a motion to introduce on first reading and have published according to law, “AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF CERTAIN OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE FOR 2011” as originally presented.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Calcagno.  The public hearing will be on March 24, 2011.
ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan 

NAYS:  
Boyne
The motion carried.

Ordinance 2011-7

Mr. Levesque offered a motion to introduce “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING VARIOUS CHAPTERS OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE, COUNTY OF MERCER, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, NAMELY CHAPTERS 109 and 122.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Calcagno.  The public hearing will be March 24, 2011.
ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan 


NAYS:  
None

The motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA 

The following resolutions were approved as the consent agenda:

Resolution 2011-50    
Refund of Tax Overpayment
Resolution 2011-51 
Designating March 2011 as Women’s History Month
Resolution 2011-53
Awarding Contract for Windsor Road Drainage

Mr. Boyne offered the above items and moved their adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.
ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan

NAYS:  
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the resolutions were declared adopted.

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution 2011- 52 
Emergency Temporary Resolution
Ms. Ciaccio offered the above resolution and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.
ROLL CALL:  

AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan


NAYS:  
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.

PAYMENT OF BILLS:


Current
0-01, 1-01
$3,620,447.53    

Sewer
0-07, 1-07     
15,503.27

Construction
1-50                  
35,781.34

Capital
C-04
13,885.40

Grant
G-02
2,575.55

Inspections
I-21
9,781.58

Plan Review
R-20
19,759.79

Other Trust
T-12
28,712.53

Revolving Loan
T-14
4,128.00

Animal Control
T-15
726.68

Recreation
T-18          
3,100.99


Total all funds

$3,754,402.66
Ms. Ciaccio offered a motion that all bills found in order and correct be approved for payment as amended.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Boyne.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan


NAYS:
None

There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the bills were declared approved.

DISCUSSION ITEMS
Mr. McGough asked if we could wait until the next meeting to discuss the budget so that he could get more information to Council.    
SECOND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION

Ms. Sonja Walter,10 Patriot Drive, asked about a potential sewer rate increase.  She explained her concern further.
Mr. Joe Schivano, 14 Isa Court, asked about a refund of the cost of the hearing for the Mobile Home Park.       

Mr. Roselli said that the Town incurred expenses and it’s up to Council to approve it.

There was further discussion between Mr. Roselli, Mr. Schiavino, Ms. Caffrey and Council regarding this matter.

Ms. Ciaccio asked what they would lose if they withdrew their appeal.  Mr. Roselli said that they are looking at a potential rate increase.   He explained further.

Ms. Caffrey, 1164 Lake Drive, said that the Township was forced to collect the fee to protect the residents. 
There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.

There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Ms. Ciaccio offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.  

There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances, and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist. 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township of Robbinsville Council, County of Mercer, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The public shall be excluded from discussions of and action hereinafter specified as:


Litigation – CJS Investments v. Township of Robbinsville 
2. It is anticipated at this time the above stated subject matter will be made public


when it is determined that the need for confidentiality no longer exists.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

Ms. Ciaccio offered a motion to adopt the above resolution and recess to executive session.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Calcagno.  

ROLL CALL:

AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan


NAYS:
None

There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted and the Township Council adjourned to Executive Session at 9:30 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.
_________________________________
Sheree S. McGowan, Council President

















    _____________________________

Michele Seigfried, Municipal Clerk
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