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TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE COUNCIL

Regular Meeting

February 24, 2011
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Robbinsville was called to order on February 24, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at the Court Facility located in Robbinsville.  Ms. McGowan, Council President, presided over the meeting.

ROLL CALL

The call of the roll showed the following to be present:  Council President McGowan, Council Vice President Levesque and Council Members Calcagno and Ciaccio.  Council Member Boyne was absent.  Also present were: Mayor Fried, Administrator McGough, Chief Financial Officer Bauer, Police Chief Masseroni, Director of Fire Archer, Construction Official Corby, Attorney Roselli and Deputy Township Clerk Dupnak. 
SUNSHINE STATEMENT

The Deputy Township Clerk read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided as required under Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, specifying the time and place, with such notices being sent to the Times of Trenton, the Messenger Press and the Trentonian and being posted on the Municipal Building Public Notice Bulletin Board.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Township Council members present led the public in the salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Regular Meeting – January 27, 2011
Ms. Ciaccio offered a motion to approve the above meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Calcagno.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Calcagno, Ciaccio, McGowan

NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN:
Levesque


ABSENT:       Boyne

There being three (3) ayes, no nays, and one (1) abstention, the minutes were declared approved.


Regular Meeting – February 10, 2011
Mr. Levesque offered a motion to approve the above meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Calcagno.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque,  McGowan


NAYS:
None

ABSENT:       Boyne

There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the minutes were declared approved.

REPORTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

Mr. Calcagno spoke about an Open House at the Senior Center on May 14th.  He asked the Mayor for a proclamation.  He spoke about the crosswalk for the High School and its approval at the County Freeholders’ meeting.
Mr. Levesque wanted to remind everyone of the Saint Patrick’s Day parade on March 19th.  He said that Maurice Perilli of Roma Bank is going to be the Grand Marshal.  He requested a  resolution honoring him and asked the Mayor to do a proclamation as well.
Ms. Ciaccio also requested that we do a proclamation and resolution for Elizabeth Buckley Franken as she is our Irish Person of the Year.
REPORTS OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR/MAYOR

Mayor Fried said that the 2011 budget is done and the budget books will be presented tonight.  He said it has been a tough year, this budget will keep the tax rate flat, and there will be no tax increase.  He said that the budget will restore services and we will be able to re-open the Municipal Building on Fridays.  He spoke about how we are doing a lot more with a lot less resources.  He spoke about the various grants that we are receiving.  He spoke about the Unions and how fair they have been to work with in helping the Town avoid layoffs.  He said that he is happy to be reporting this year’s budget after last year as this is really good news.

Mr. Levesque said that he appreciates all the hard work that everyone has done in preparing the budget.

Mayor Fried said that it was interesting that we were able to stay flat when you take into consideration the pension and health insurance increase.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Mr. Mike Morken, 55 Sharon Road, Apartment E22, said that staff is very supportive.  He spoke about sidewalks and curbs.  He asked about the resolution on the agenda waiving alcohol in Community Park.  He said that he is willing to write a letter in support of the Omnicrom.

Ms. Kathy Goodwine, 7 Barto Way, spoke about the sidewalk ordinance, stating she would like clarity as to where she stands with the ordinance.

Mr. Roselli said that when this ordinance was adopted that it would not apply to particular neighborhoods.  He said that this ordinance is pretty much like the last one and he explained the changes that he made.

Ms. McGowan said this is the introduction, and once it comes up for adoption, she will be able to speak at public hearing after she reviews it.
Mr. Levesque said that Ms. Goodwine’s issue is different than what we are trying to accomplish with this ordinance.
Ms. Sonja Walter, 10 Patriot Drive, asked how much surplus we are using in this year’s budget. 
Ms. Bauer said that it will be $2,145,000.

There was further discussion regarding the surplus.
Ms. Walter asked about the tax appeals, asking what was commercial and what was residential.
Ms. Bauer said that most were commercial.  Mayor Fried explained further regarding the assessments.  

Ms Walter asked how the sidewalk ordinance would be enforced.  She said that she is concerned about the liability issue and she explained further.  Ms. McGowan said that you can’t legislate common sense and she explained further.  Mr. Roselli said it’s really no different than other ordinances that are in place, and he explained further.

Ms. McGowan said that a lot of this stuff can come up at public hearing after she has read the entire ordinance.
Ms. Walter asked for an explanation of resolution M.
Ms. McGowan explained that this was to allow Matrix to build and possibly get some of the advantages.  She explained that there are certain issues with the land that may make it eligible for redevelopment.  She said that Matrix is undertaking the cost of the study.

Ms. Walter asked if there would be zoning changes required.  Mr. Roselli said there would not be.

There was further discussion regarding the Zoning.

Mr. George Vardakis, 114 Tindall Road, asked if it was possible to link an introduced ordinance to the agenda.
Mr. Levesque said that Mr. Roselli had worked hard with Mr. McGough on the sidewalk ordinance so it is spelled out much more clearly.
Mr. Vardakis said he wanted to thank whoever spearheaded the traffic light at Pond Road.
Mr. Mike Morken, 55 Sharon Road, Apartment E22, spoke about the sidewalk ordinance and asked about the snow clearing ordinance.  Ms. McGowan said that we are working on it.

Mr. Levesque spoke about the traffic light at Pond Road and thanked everyone for their support and hard work.

There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Mr. Levesque offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Ciaccio.  

There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.

ORDINANCES – INTRODUCTION
Ordinance 2011-5

Mr. Roselli explained the amendments to the ordinance
Mr. Levesque offered a motion to introduce on first reading and have published according to law, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE, MERCER COUNTY AMENDING CHAPTER 225, “STREETS AND SIDEWALKS” OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE BY ADDING NEW ARTICLE IV, ENTITLED “MAINTENANCE OF SIDEWALKS, DRIVEWAY APRONS AND CURBS.”  The motion was seconded by Ms. Ciaccio.  The public hearing will be on March 24, 2011.
ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan 

NAYS:  
None

ABSENT:
Boyne
The motion carried.

ORDINANCES – PUBLIC HEARING 

Ordinance 2011-3 


This being the time and place for a public hearing on “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 109, ENTITLED “FEES” OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE,” Ms. McGowan opened the meeting for comments from the public.  

There being none, it was moved by Ms. Ciaccio and seconded by Mr. Calcagno to close the public hearing.  

ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan


NAYS:
None

ABSENT:       Boyne 
The motion carried.

It was moved by Ms. Ciaccio and seconded by Mr. Levesque to adopt the Ordinance.

ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan


NAYS:
None

ABSENT:       Boyne,
There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the ordinance was declared adopted.
Ordinance 2011-4 


This being the time and place for a public hearing on “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE, SPECIFICALLY CHAPTER 225, “STREETS AND SIDEWALKS”, BY ADDING A NEW ARTICLE IV, SECTION 225-21, ENTITLED “REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT OF MAILBOXES DAMAGED BY TOWNSHIP”” Ms. McGowan opened the meeting for comments from the public.  

There being none, it was moved by Mr. Levesque and seconded by Ms. Ciaccio to close the public hearing.  

ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan


NAYS:
None

ABSENT:       Boyne 
The motion carried.

It was moved by Ms. Ciaccio and seconded by Mr. Calcagno to adopt the Ordinance.

ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan


NAYS:
None

ABSENT:       Boyne,
There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the ordinance was declared adopted.
CONSENT AGENDA 

The following resolutions were approved as the consent agenda:

Resolution 2011- 33  Authorizing Developers Agreement Matrix, Block 41, Lot 38.011
Resolution 2011- 34  Refund of Tax Overpayment 

Resolution 2011- 35 Authorizing Temporary License Agreement with Princeton Memorial Park 


          for Parking and Fireworks   

Resolution 2011- 37  Authorizing License Agreement with Robbinsville Lacrosse for Fields

Resolution 2011-38  Waiving Prohibition of Alcohol in Community Park Festival
Resolution 2011-39   Award of Bid-Spring Garden Road Reconstruction
Resolution 2011-40   Award of Bid – Police Vehicles
Resolution 2011-43   Release of Plan Review Escrow

Resolution 2011-44   Reappropriation Resolution

Resolution 2011-45   Directing Planning Board to undertake Investigation of Matrix Parcels

Resolution 2011-47   Accepting Performance Guarantee-Matrix 500 Building

Ms. Ciaccio offered the above items and moved their adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Calcagno.
ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan

NAYS:  
None

ABSENT:
Boyne
There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the resolutions were declared adopted.

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution 2010-36
Authorizing License Agreement with Robbinsville Soccer Association for 



use of Community Park
Mr. Calcagno pointed out that the terms should be from March 1, 2011 to February 29, 2012 due to the Leap Year.
Ms. Ciaccio offered the above resolution as amended and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Calcagno.
ROLL CALL:  

AYES:

Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan


NAYS:  
None


ABSENT:
Boyne
There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.
Resolution 2010-41
Emergency Temporary Resolution
Mr. Calcagno offered the above resolution and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.
ROLL CALL:  

AYES:

Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan


NAYS:  
None


ABSENT:
Boyne
There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.
Resolution 2010-42
Calling for Jacob’s Creek Bridge Alternative
Mr. Levesque asked for an explanation of item J.
Mr. Calcagno explained that it has to do with a County project that would disturb the landscape of national importance, and he explained further.  
Mr. Levesque said that after speaking with three members of the Freeholders Board and the County Executive’s office, they are not in favor of this and they want to know why we are weighing in on this.  He asked what the Historic Committee came back on with this.
Ms. Ciaccio said that they didn’t have a meeting on this.  He explained that they are only a subcommittee of the Planning Board.
There was further discussion amongst Council Members.
Mayor Fried suggested doing letters instead.

Mr. Calcagno said that he felt that we should take action on this as this is happening in our County.

Mr. Calcagno offered the above resolution and moved its adoption.  The motion was  not seconded and was therefore, defeated.
Resolution 2010-46
Authorizing Professional Services Agreement – Planner for TC South 



Phase II – Remington Vernick
Ms. McGowan said that due to the Leap Year, the end date of the contract needed to be adjusted to March 1, 2012.
Ms. Ciaccio offered the above resolution as amended and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.
ROLL CALL:  

AYES:

Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan


NAYS:  
None


ABSENT:
Boyne
There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.
PAYMENT OF BILLS:


Current
0-01, 1-01
$   205,143.01 

Sewer
0-07, 1-07           
308.26

Sewer Capital             C-08
 248,013.65

Construction
1-50      
 552.11

Grant
G-02 
 900.00


Capital
C-0     
10,207.76

Inspections
I-21     
1,799.75



Other Trust
T-12                         3,400.00



Recreation
T-18
                    2,015.00

      
Total all funds

  $ 472,339.54  
Mr. Levesque offered a motion that all bills found in order and correct be approved for payment.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Ciaccio.
ROLL CALL:  

AYES:

Calcagno, Ciaccio, Levesque, McGowan


NAYS:  
None


ABSENT:
Boyne
There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the bills were declared approved.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

Mr. Calcagno asked if there was anything that they wanted to add to the Finance property.  He asked when it was going to go before Planning Board

Mr. McGough said it is going to be the last meeting in March. 

Mr. Calcagno asked about the Herman Updike and the setbacks.

Mayor Fried said that we have a bit of a challenge because Public Works is using the barn and the cost that would be associated with getting a new building for Public Works.  He said that he didn’t realize the volume of equipment that is being stored in there.

Mr. McGough said that if everything goes to plan with the Finance Property, then that property and the Cattail Tavern would go up to auction.  He said based on the engineering studies that have been done, the Finance Property is a very valuable property.  There was further discussion between Mr. McGough and Council Members regarding the property.

Mr. Calcagno said that he was hoping that we can go out to bid on leasing the land around the Robbins House.

Mr. Roselli said that we are working on that.  He explained that typically leases are not supposed to be more then five years and they are hoping to seek permission to get a longer lease.  He explained this further.
Mr. Calcagno spoke about the Thompson Land on Walters Road.  He said that is a substantial piece of land and he spoke about setbacks.
Mr. McGough said that back in the summer, we were considering a cross-country track there.  He said that we are still waiting to hear back from the Turnpike to see if this is going to be possible.

There was further discussion between Mr. Calcagno, Mayor Fried and Mr. McGough regarding the various properties.
Ms. McGowan said that the March 10th meeting will be held at the Senior Center.
Mr. McGough said the Finance Property is free and clear and will go into the general fund.
SECOND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION

Ms. Joanne Pannone, 215 Meadowbrook Road, spoke about the Recreational Corridor.  She said that she went to the Recreation Committee meeting.  She said that part of the Herman Updike Farm should be kept in mind for trails.  She said that they would like a bridge for Tantum Park as well as parking.  She explained that all trails need to lead to a regular crosswalk.  She asked if the farm leasing would get put out to lottery.
Mayor Fried said that once we agree to do this, it goes out to bid.  He said the problem is that 11 acres is difficult to go in with crops.  
Ms. Pannone said that we need more open space.  She said that they are hoping to get more people involved.
There was further discussion between Ms. Pannone and Council Members regarding this.
Mr. Ed Deifenbach, 138 Windsor Road, said that last year when they were going to go in and cut some trails, the Fish and Game stopped it.  He explained further.

Mr. Mike Morken, 55 Sharon Road, Apartment E22, spoke about the numbers on the Town’s books.
There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Mr. Levesque offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Ciaccio.  

There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m.
_________________________________
Sheree S. McGowan, Council President

















    _________________________________

Beth Dupnak, Deputy Township Clerk
