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TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE COUNCIL

Regular Meeting

November 10, 2011
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Robbinsville was called to order on November 10, 2011 at 7:35 p.m. at the Court Facility located in Robbinsville.  Ms. Ciaccio, Council President, presided over the meeting.

ROLL CALL

The call of the roll showed the following to be present:  Council President Ciaccio, Council Vice President McGowan and Council Members Calcagno (via Conference Call), Levesque and Witt.  Also present were:  Mayor Fried (arrived at 8 p.m.), Administrator McGough, Chief Financial Officer Bauer, Police Chief Masseroni, Director of Public Works Colarocco, Director of Fire Archer, Attorney Roselli and Municipal Clerk Seigfried. 
SUNSHINE STATEMENT

The Municipal Clerk read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided as required under Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, specifying the time and place, with such notices being sent to the Times of Trenton, the Messenger Press and the Trentonian and being posted on the Municipal Building Public Notice Bulletin Board.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Township Council members present led the public in the salute to the flag.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Regular Meeting – October 13, 2011
Mr. Witt offered a motion to approve the above meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Ms. McGowan.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio

NAYS:
None

There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the minutes were declared approved.

REPORTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS
Ms. Ciaccio introduced PBA President Tom Eagan and Jim and Alex Diefanbach who were there on behalf of Mr. Ed Diefenbach.  Mr. Eagan presented a check from the Robbinsville PBA to the Robbinsville Boys Scouts Troop 79 in memory of Ed Diefenbach.

Ms. Ciaccio said that the PBA does a lot for the Town and she thanked them.

Mr. Calcagno had nothing to report
Ms. McGowan said that the Energy Committee met on Monday and they are getting numbers and information on making three Township owned buildings solar.  She said that they are working on free energy audits to businesses and residences.  She said that she is going to talk with Sustainable NJ at the League Convention about putting together a resolution to have the Township become part of Sustainable NJ. 
Ms. McGowan said that at the Economic Development Committee meeting, Mr. Bob Smith, owner of the indoor sports facility spoke about his business.  She said that it was very interesting and informative.
Mr. Witt said that Parks and Recreation met on Tuesday and they discussed some new programs.

He said they will be holding a fishing derby at Town Center Lake, ballroom dancing, and they will be bringing back movie nights.  He said one movie night in particular will be held in March at the Robbinsville Field house.  He said that Joe Barker is doing a great job heading up the Recreation Department. 

Mr. Levesque said that Teen Edge is having an event tonight & tomorrow night.  He said that it is a great program that gives teens someplace to go with supervision and it is a great addition to our town.  He asked that anyone who is interested in volunteering to please give their information to him and he will pass it on to the people in charge of the program. 

Ms. Ciaccio said that she attended a Meals on Wheels dinner at Poseidon on Saturday night.  She said it was to thank the volunteers for all their work.  She said that the Robbinsville Food Pantry is looking for donations for Thanksgiving dinners, and she gave the information on the items that are needed as well as the drop off dates and times of the items.  She thanked Renee Burns for doing a wonderful job of organizing everything.
Ms. Ciaccio said that we received a letter from NJ Transit stating that they received the resolution requesting the bus stop on West Manor Way warehouses.  She said she was happy with the quick response and they are giving it serious consideration.
Ms. Ciaccio said that she attended the Economic Development meeting and it was very exciting.  She said that it’s a good group with a lot of ideas.  She spoke about the construction of the BAPS Temple and how we should try and look into getting more hotels, restaurants and more businesses on the highway so that we are ready when they come in.  She said within the next two years there will be a lot of action in Town.
Ms. McGowan said that last Thursday, she and Ms. Huddleston went out on a Meals on Wheels delivery.  She said that it is an incredible organization if people can volunteer time or funds and she explained further.
REPORTS OF ADMINISTRATOR/MAYOR
Mr. McGough said that Robbinsville’s Standard & Poor’s Bond rating is a double A with a stable outlook for the Township.  He said that this will help us with the Thompson Land and our consultants were thrilled with the rating.  He said that it’s a testament to all the great work that everyone does with managing the Township’s finances.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Ms. Betty Alfano, 832 Fourth Ave., spoke about the Municipal Alliance Committee, saying that   no one is attending the meetings.  She said it’s not working and suggested getting some new people.

Ms. Ciaccio said that she will talk to Ms. Tozzi about putting more members on and perhaps having some of the High School students become a part of it. 

Mr. Levesque said that part of the problem is, that they have so many designees and they are the ones that aren’t attending.  He said we will talk to some of the director level appointees and see if they can make sure they send someone on their behalf.  He said another part of the problem is, that the schedule changed from once per month to once per quarter and this may have created some confusion for people.  He said that there needs to be some consistency.
Ms. Alfano spoke about a sewer backup at Mercer Mobile Homes, stating the sewers have collapsed and she explained further.  She said that she called the Health Department, and since they don’t know when Allies is taking over, they don’t know what direction to go in.
Ms. Ciaccio asked if we have heard when Allies is taking over.

Mr. McGough said that he has been told different dates, but has not been given a definite one.

Ms. Alfano said that she attended that Zoning Board meeting last night and they passed the resolution regarding sewers.

Ms. Ciaccio asked what the Health Department said.
Ms. Alfano said that there really wasn’t much they could do.  She said her next step is to call Environmental.
Mr. Roselli said that the Health Officer has full authority to fine and do enforcement.

Ms. Ciaccio asked Mr. McGough to make sure that the Health Officer contacts the owner of the Park.
Mr. Roselli explained the process for the Health Officer to file a complaint.
There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Ms. McGowan offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Witt.  

There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.
Mr. McGough said that the Mayor may want to speak to the bond rating from Standard and Poor’s.

Mayor Fried said that the staff did a wonderful job.

CONSENT AGENDA 

The following resolutions were approved as the consent agenda:

Resolution 2011-234
Cancelling Balance – Over the Limit Under Arrest Grant
Resolution 2011-235
Refund of Sewer Payment
Resolution 2011-236
Authorizing Traffic Signal Agreement – Emergency Vehicle Hybrid 





Beacon at the Firehouse
Resolution 2011-237
Refund of Tax Overpayment
Resolution 2011-238
Authorizing Disposition of Property at Auction

Resolution 2011-239
Amending Shared Services Agreement with Mercer County Soil for NNL 





Program
Resolution 2011-240
Establishing a Deferred Compensation Plan Administered by Hardford

Ms. McGowan offered the above items and moved their adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Witt.
ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio
NAYS:  
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the resolutions were declared adopted.
RESOLUTIONS

Resolution 2011-232 
Requesting Park Area Around Assunpink Dam
Mr. Levesque suggested sending this to someone specific at the DEP, he suggested Michele Siekerka and Cindy Randazzo.
Mr. Levesque offered the above resolution and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Witt.
ROLL CALL:  

AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio

NAYS:
None
There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.
Resolution 2011-233
Professional Services Agreement – Max Spann R.E. & Auction Co.

Mr. Witt asked if there are any pending auctions.

Mr. Roselli said that in November, for the Herman Updike Farm, Thompson Farm and Cattail Tavern.

Mr. Levesque asked about the outcome of the tree issue on the Herman Updike Farm.
Mr. Roselli explained that he has a lease that goes to 2014, and he explained further.
Mr. Levesque asked if the issue has been resolved.

Mr. Roselli said that it has been.

Mr. Levesque offered the above resolution and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Witt.
ROLL CALL:  

AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio

NAYS:  
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.
PAYMENT OF BILLS:


Current
0-01, 1-01
$  5,406,828.61

Sewer
0-07, 1-07            
800,294.16

Capital
C-04
31,560.22

Construction
O-50                   
22,900.44

Grant
G-02
13,451.10

Inspection
I-21
132.46

Plan Review
R-20
6,042.71

Performance
P-22
527.18

Maintenance
M-23
93.20


Other Trust
T-12
40,119.89

Animal Control
T-15
4,127.80

Recreation
T-18 
        2,870.62


Total all funds

$6,328,948.39
Ms. McGowan offered a motion that all bills found in order and correct be approved for payment.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Witt.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio

NAYS:
None

There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the bills were declared approved.

SECOND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION

Mr. Mike Moreken, 55 Sharon Road, Apt. E22, spoke about the crosswalk light at Dunkin Donuts.
Mr. Levesque explained that it’s a State light.  

Mr. Moreken spoke about the sidewalk on Main Street.  He asked about a grass and snow removal ordinance.

There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Ms. McGowan offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Witt.
There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:32 p.m.
_________________________________
Christine Ciaccio, Council President

 _____________________________

Michele Seigfried, Municipal Clerk
