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TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE COUNCIL

Regular Meeting

October 27, 2011
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Robbinsville was called to order on October 27, 2011 at 7:35 p.m. at the Court Facility located in Robbinsville.  Ms. Ciaccio, Council President, presided over the meeting.

ROLL CALL

The call of the roll showed the following to be present:  Council President Ciaccio, Council Vice President McGowan and Council Members Calcagno, Levesque and Witt.  Also present were:  Mayor Fried, Administrator McGough, Assistant Administrator Tozzi, Chief Financial Officer Bauer, Director of Fire Archer, Attorney Roselli and Municipal Clerk Seigfried. 
SUNSHINE STATEMENT

The Municipal Clerk read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided as required under Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, specifying the time and place, with such notices being sent to the Times of Trenton, the Messenger Press and the Trentonian and being posted on the Municipal Building Public Notice Bulletin Board.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Township Council members present led the public in the salute to the flag.
REPORTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS
Mr. Calcagno had nothing to report.

Ms. McGowan had nothing to report.

Mr. Witt said that the Recreation Meeting will be held on the first Tuesday of November.

Mr. Levesque reported that the Municipal Alliance, along with the Mayor, had a Town Hall meeting.

Ms. Ciaccio reported that she was invited to the Economic Development Advisory Committee Meeting by Dru D’Amico on November 1st .  She said that Daphne’s restaurant opened yesterday next to Work Out World and she wished her luck with her business.  She spoke about the Town Hall Meeting with the Mayor and the Municipal Alliance, saying that Shaina Ciaccio also helped run it and there was a pharmacist speaking about different medications.  She said that City of Angels were also there giving a presentation.  She thanked everyone who attended.
REPORTS OF ADMINISTRATOR/MAYOR
Mayor Fried spoke about the Town Hall meeting, and he thanked Shaina Ciaccio, Joy Tozzi and Dawn Ciaccio for making the meeting a success.  He said it was very heartwarming. 
Mayor Fried said that on October 27th, they will be doing a proclamation for Womanspace. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Ms. Sally Harrison, 803 Fourth Ave., President of Mercer Mobile Homeowners Association, asked if the Mayor had signed the ordinances yet.

Mayor Fried asked for clarification.

Mr. Roselli explained the process and said the Mayor does not have to sign it, it isn’t an ordinance.
Mr. Calcagno explained that there are two parts, one is the Zoning change and the second is the Zoning Board subdivision.
Mr. McGough said that the Subdivision was approved.  He said that they have engaged an  engineering firm to develop plans to completely replace the sewer system.

Mayor Fried clarified that this would be Allies, not Mr. Kauffman.

Mr. McGough said that the Subdivision was approved and it’s going through the process and moving ahead as planned.
Ms. Harrison asked what the waiting period is.
Mr. Roselli said that on a resolution, it’s forty-five days and he explained the process further.  
Mayor Fried said that they may be having those surveyors come out so they have a plan in place, in case Allies takes over.

Mr. Jim Guididas, 20 Jared Drive, said that there is a post prom committee fundraiser, at Dolce & Clemente tomorrow from 7p.m. to 10p.m..  He said that this is to support the post prom party, so that kids will stay at the school after the prom.

There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Ms. McGowan offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Witt.  

There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.
ORDINANCES – INTRODUCTION
Ordinance 2011-24
Mr. Levesque offered a motion to introduce on first reading and have published according to law, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE, COUNTY OF MERCER, NEW JERSEY, AMENDING AND REVISING CHAPTER 142 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE ENTITLED “LAND USE” AND REPLACING IT WITH NEW CHAPTER 142 ENTITLED “LAND USE.”  The motion was seconded by Ms. McGowan.  The public hearing will be on December 8, 2011.
Mr. Calcagno spoke about the stabilized shoulder and said that we need to define that.  He spoke about the dollar amounts that are listed in the back.  He asked if we could have a separate resolution to set the fees so we don’t have to amend ordinance each time.

Mr. Roselli said we may want to do that, as far as this particular fee provision, so that in the future fees can be done by resolution. 

There was further discussion on this between Mr. Roselli and Mr. Calcagno.  Mr. Roselli said that he would pass these comments along to the Planning Board Attorney to discuss with the Planning Board.

Mr. Calcagno spoke about the trees and wanted to make sure that this is where it needs to be.

Mr. McGough said that the stipulation with the trees hasn’t changed.  He asked Mr. Calcagno to send him an email with his comments.  He said there are not really any substantial changes to the Zoning language.  He explained the ordinance process and explained that it must be passed before the end of the calendar year.  He encouraged Council to send him any comments or questions that they may have.

ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio

NAYS:  
None
The motion carried.
ORDINANCES – PUBLIC HEARING 

Ordinance 2011-21


This being the time and place for a public hearing on an “ AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR BLOCK 41, LOTS 14, 36, 37.01, 37.02, 37.03, 38.02, 38.03, 38.04, AND 38.012 (THE SOUTHEAST INDUSTRIAL STUDY AREA),” Ms. Ciaccio opened the meeting for comments from the public.  

There being no one from the public wishing to speak, it was moved by Ms. McGowan and seconded by Mr. Witt to close the public hearing.

ROLL CALL:

AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio


NAYS:
None



The motion carried
It was moved by Mr. Levesque and seconded by Mr. Witt to adopt the Ordinance.

ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, Witt, McGowan, Ciaccio


NAYS:
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the ordinance was declared adopted.

Ordinance 2011-22
This being the time and place for a public hearing on “AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION IN THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE OF THE “FIVE YEAR TAX EXEMPTION AND ABATEMENT LAW” PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A: 21-1.” Ms. Ciaccio opened the meeting for comments from the public.  

There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, it was moved by Mr. Levesque and seconded by Mr. Witt to close the public hearing.


ROLL CALL:

AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio


NAYS:
None



The motion carried

Mr. Levesque wanted to reiterate that this is only on a select few parcels of land, to promote economic development and he feels it will benefit the Town.

It was moved by Mr. Levesque and seconded by Mr. Witt to adopt the Ordinance.

ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, Witt, McGowan, Ciaccio


NAYS:
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the ordinance was declared adopted.

Ordinance 2011-23
This being the time and place for a public hearing on “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 109 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE, COUNTY OF MERCER, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, SPECIFICALLY SECTION 109-8 ENTITLED “HOUSING STANDARDS.”  Ms. Ciaccio opened the meeting for comments from the public.  

There being no one from the public wishing to speak, it was moved by Mr. Witt and seconded by Mr. Levesque to close the public hearing.


ROLL CALL:

AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio


NAYS:
None



The motion carried

It was moved by Mr. Witt and seconded by Mr. Calcagno to adopt the Ordinance.

ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, Witt, McGowan, Ciaccio


NAYS:
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the ordinance was declared adopted
CONSENT AGENDA 

The following resolutions were approved as the consent agenda:

Resolution 2011-227
Resolution Authorizing Sale of Certain Lands Owned by the Township of 



Robbinsville, Mercer County, New Jersey not needed for Public Purpose

Resolution 2011-228
Authorizing an Agreement with Matrix for No Eminent Domain in the 





Area in Need of Redevelopment
Resolution 2011-230
Authorizing Sale of Note – Special Emergency Codification 
Resolution 2011-231
Authorizing Sale of General Obligation Bonds for Thompson Property
Ms. McGowan offered the above items and moved their adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Witt.
ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio
NAYS:  
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the resolutions were declared adopted.

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution 2011-224 
Calling for West Manor Way NJ Transit Bus Service
Mr. Calcagno said that they wanted to add the Director of System Planning to the resolution.

Mr. Calcagno offered the above resolution as amended and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque. 
ROLL CALL:  

AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan,Witt, Ciaccio

NAYS:
None
There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.
Resolution 2011-225
Authorizing Change Order to Fire House Paving Contract – Earle Asphalt
Ms. McGowan asked what changes were requested.
Mr. McGough said that it’s additional paving and he explained further. 

There was further discussion between Mr. McGough and Ms. McGowan on the issue.

Mr. Levesque offered the above resolution and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Witt.
ROLL CALL:  

AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio

NAYS:  
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.
Resolution 2011-226
Authorizing Change Order to Spring Garden Road Project for Pavement 



Markers
 Mr. Levesque offered the above resolution as amended and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Witt.
ROLL CALL:  

AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio

NAYS:  
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.
Resolution 2011-229
Reallocation of Capital Ordinance Funds
Ms. McGowan offered the above resolution as amended and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Calcagno.
ROLL CALL:  

AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio

NAYS:  
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.
PAYMENT OF BILLS:


Current
0-01, 1-01
$  3,143,608.88 

Sewer
0-07, 1-07            
12,058.38

Capital
C-04
12,815.31

Construction
1-50                   
34,470.77

Grant
G-02
23,763.88

Plan Review
R-20
3,150.00

Performance
P-22
238,643.33

Other Trust
T-12
15,808.36

Animal Control
T-15
1,244.83

Recreation
T-18 
        600.15


Total all funds

$3,486,163.89
Ms. McGowan offered a motion that all bills found in order and correct be approved for payment.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Witt.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio

NAYS:
None

There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the bills were declared approved.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

Sidewalk Repairs
Ms. Ciaccio asked for any suggestions from Council.

Mr. Calcagno said that he thinks we should look at one development at a time and bring the residents in to discuss this.  He suggested the Ridings as the first neighborhood.

Mr. Levesque asked if it will increase costs if we piece meal it.  He asked if we have allocated all of our trees and can we use them to replace trees.
Mr. McGough said that he recalls when it was discussed prior with Council Members, the suggestion was doing an outreach with individual neighborhoods.  He said that doing one neighborhood at a time will cost a lot more money.  He said that we need to get a sense of what each one wants to do.  He said that this is going to be a difficult issue and there are going to be many things that need to be addressed and he explained further.  He suggested that after having 

conversations with various neighborhoods, then we go out to bid for one contract.  He said that we can put together bid documents that have an overall estimate.
He said as to the trees, with the first round of trees we had a planting in spring, we just awarded a contract for the fall and there are some additional trees left.  He said that we also still have year two and year three.  He said that he just spoke with the NJDEP about year two, and they had asked that we submit our plan to them.  He said that there are still plenty of trees and he explained further.
Mayor Fried suggested asking the Township Clerk to send letters to the various Homeowner’s Associations asking them to come in to talk to them.  He said that each neighborhood is going to have different feelings.
Ms. McGowan asked if it’s most cost effective to do grinding where applicable?

Mr. McGough said that we need to identify areas where sidewalks have buckled and rip them out and replace them.  Then we can either replant with species that have demonstrated that roots do not cause a buckling or leave existing in and go around them.  He said when you do the grinding, the problem still exists. 

Mayor Fried said that if you are trying to do meandering around some trees, the homeowners may not be happy.
Mr. McGough said that there are many people in town who have built monuments at the end of their driveways that are in the Township Right of Way.  He said that they are going to have to be removed if we were to push the sidewalks back.
Ms. McGowan said that she doesn’t understand why in some neighborhoods, the tree is between the sidewalk and the curb and other neighborhoods it is on the property.  She asked if we remove trees, instead of replanting them in same place, can we replant them on the lawn?
Mr. McGough said that is why they need to speak to the homeowners, and he explained further. 

Mayor Fried said that some people may have waited fifteen years for a tree to mature, they are not going to be very happy. 

Ms. McGowan clarified that they would only be removing if the tree was causing a problem, not just for the heck of it. 

There was discussion among the Council Members on how they wanted to poll the different neighborhoods. 
Mr. Calcagno discussed the different neighborhoods and the issues that need to be brought up. 
Ms. Ciaccio said that we will be trying the Ridings first by sending out a letter to the homeowners association to get a consensus of what the neighbors want to do.

Mr. Levesque suggested contacting each association by phone.

There was further discussion on the issue among Council Members and Mr. McGough.

SECOND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION

Ms. Shaina Ciaccio, 225 Walden Circle, suggested creating a survey with three viable options and have the people who live in these areas, decide what they want.  She said a lot of times homeowners are disconnected from their homeowners association, what they decide isn’t always what is best for the community. 

 Ms. Betty Alfano, 832 Fourth Ave., asked if you can build on wetlands. 
Mr. Roselli said you can build on some wetlands, it depends.
Mr. McGough said that it depends on the amount of impact, which is based on acreage and based on use, and he explained further. 

Ms. Alfano said that Princeton Engineering was in her neighborhood and she explained further.  She said that she has a fence up and doesn’t want it to be disturbed.

Mr. McGough said they are doing a survey for the conveyance of property.

Mr. Jim Guididas, 20 Jared Drive, said there are some missing links and as we are undertaking this study we should address this at the same time. 
Mr. McGough said that the State does have a grant program for sidewalks called Safe Schools and Neighborhoods.  He said that he will be setting up a meeting with Steve Mayer, Superintendent of Schools, to discuss this and put together a package. 

Mr. Mike Moreken, 55 Sharon Road, Apartment E22, asked about the status of Mr. Gill’s lot.

Mr. McGough said that the property is now owned by the Township, and he has Public Works tearing out all the asphalt we are going to plant grass and trees there. 

Mr. Moreken asked about the question on the ballot about moving the elections. 

Mr. Roselli said that it’s a non binding question.
Mr. Moreken thanked Public Works for maintaining the sidewalks and he suggested putting something on website about the sidewalk plan.
There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Ms. McGowan offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque,
There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:32 p.m.
_________________________________
Christine Ciaccio, Council President

 _____________________________

Michele Seigfried, Municipal Clerk
