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TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE COUNCIL

Regular Meeting

January 5, 2012
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Robbinsville was called to order on January 5, 2012 at 7:35 p.m. at the Court Facility located in Robbinsville.  Ms. Ciaccio, Council President, presided over the meeting.

ROLL CALL

The call of the roll showed the following to be present:  Council President Ciaccio, Council Vice President McGowan and Council Members Calcagno, Levesque and Witt.  Also present were:  Assistant Administrator Tozzi, Director of Public Works Colarocco, Chief Financial Officer Bauer, Attorney Roselli and Deputy Municipal Clerk Dupnak. 
SUNSHINE STATEMENT

The Municipal Clerk read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided as required under Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, specifying the time and place, with such notices being sent to the Times of Trenton, the Messenger Press and the Trentonian and being posted on the Municipal Building Public Notice Bulletin Board.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Township Council members present led the public in the salute to the flag.

REPORTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

Mr. Calcagno discussed the Pantry’s receipt of a donation from the Seven Day Adventist.

Ms. McGowan discussed topics that were presented at The Economic and Development meeting on Tuesday.  She advised that Harry and Kanu Patel from BAPS were in attendance and suggested zoning changes. 
Mr. Witt advised that the next Recreation meeting would be held on Tuesday. 

Mr. Levesque advised that the Municipal Alliance would meet on Wednesday.  He also discussed a project with the high school.

Ms. Tozzi discussed an awareness program scheduled to occur in March at the high school.
Ms. Ciaccio advised that she did not have any reports.

REPORTS OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR/MAYOR

Ms. Tozzi advised that there were no reports.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Betty Alfano, 832 Fourth Ave., suggested that there be more help with the Municipal Alliance.  She discussed factors that supported her opinion.  
Ms. Ciaccio asked who sits on the committee and how many members there were in totals.

Mr. Roselli suggested that there were approximately fifteen members.
Ms. Ciaccio asked Ms. Dupnak to send her a copy of membership applications and discussed efforts that could increase the public’s interest and involvement.

Ms. Alfano then discussed the Sharbell building being constructed, likely tax burdens associated with an increase in residents, a conversation she had with Steve Mayer and an unfavorable conversation with Joe Malone that day. She also discussed her concerns about the outcome of the building being inhabited at length.

Ms. McGowan discussed her opinion of Mr. Malone’s position, the Sharbell building and the Township’s involvement.

Ms. Alfano said that Mr. Malone blamed the Mayor and Council for the problem and continued discussing her distain for his comments.
Mr. Levesque explained that there had been discussions concerning trying to work with the developer on the matter.

Ms Alfano summarized by expressing her hopes that Robbinsville Township did not encounter the problems that she had discussed.

Mike Moreken, 55 Sharon Road, asked if the next Council meeting would be January 26th.  He then discussed the Land Use ordinance’s wording and grammar flow.  
There was a collective discussion amongst Council Members, Mr. Roselli and Mr. Moreken concerning the wording in the ordinance.
Mr. Moreken thanked the Council for getting the sidewalks repaired by the First Choice Bank and discussed the conditions of the trees.  Finally he asked about the wording in the Temporary Budget resolution.
Ms. Bauer explained that the percentage amount was from the State’s statue. 
Mr. Moreken continued discussing his understanding.

Mr. Levesque clarified that the wording explained that the resolution had to be adopted within the first thirty (30) days of the year and that it did not mean that the money had to be spent within thirty (30) days.
There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Mr. Levesque offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Ms. McGowan.  

There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.

ORDINANCES – INTRODUCTION
Ordinance 2012-01
Mr. Levesque offered a motion to introduce on first reading and have published according to law, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE, COUNTY OF MERCER, NEW JERSEY, AMENDING AND REVISING VARIOUS PORTIONS CHAPTER 142 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE ENTITLED “LAND USE”.  The motion was seconded by Ms. McGowan.  The public hearing will be on February 23, 2012.
Mark Roselli advised that punctuation corrections needed to be made.

ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio

NAYS:  
None
The motion carried.

RESOLUTIONS
Resolution 2012-001
Adopting 2012 Temporary Budget
Mr. Calcagno offered the above resolution and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.
ROLL CALL:  

AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio

NAYS:  
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.

Resolution 2012-003
Professional Services Agreement, Attorney for Redevelopment, Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith & Davis
Mr. Levesque asked if the amount had been shopped around.
Mr. Roselli discussed the rates.

Ms. Ciaccio explained the process.

Mr. Levesque asked what needed to be done and if there was a lower rate.

There was a collective discussion amongst Council Members and Mr. Roselli concerning the rates, a previously contracted amount and anticipated service hours.

Mr. Levesque asked Mr. Roselli if 100 hours were a sufficient amount of hours to complete the work. 


Mr. Roselli advised that amount should be more than enough.

Mr. Levesque asked what the appropriate rate was.

Mr. Roselli explained that rate was a blended rate and discussed municipal rates in general.  He also discussed a previously adopted ordinance concerning escrow amounts and rates. 
Ms. Ciaccio suggested that the amounts were recoverable. 

Mr. Roselli continued and explained that the amounts were not all recoverable, adding that it depended upon when the work was done.  He offered to discuss the rate further with Greenbaum if the Council so wished. 
Ms. Ciaccio and Mr. Roselli discussed an agreement made with the Township to recoup some of the money that was paid.

Ms. McGowan explained that she was okay because the rate had not been increased.  She also explained that she wants to make sure that the amount is not exceeded.

Mr. Levesque asked if he could get an update on the work that was being done and discussed his intent to advise Greenbaum of any overage concerns.
Ms. Ciaccio explained that Greenbaum will now be sending their bills directly to the Township.
Ms. Mary Caffrey explained that in the past, she had encountered a problem with Greenbaum sending a PDF file bill.

Ms. McGowan discussed the quality of Greenbaum’s work and their fees.
Mr. Levesque explained that the rate was not outrageous.

Ms. Ciaccio discussed bill amounts from Greenbaum for the year of 2010.
Mr. Levesque asked about Greenbaum attending Council’s next meeting.

Ms. Ciaccio advised that Greenbaum was now aware of the importance concerning following the contract.
Mr. Witt commented that work was performed previously without a contract.

Mr. Roselli explained that there was a contract but it had been exceeded.

Ms. Tozzi quoted Mr. Roselli as having advised that he would follow up with Greenbaum concerning the billing and added that Administration would follow up as well. 

Ms. McGowan offered the above resolution and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Witt.
ROLL CALL:  

AYES:

Calcagno, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio

NAYS:  
Levesque
There being four (4) ayes and one (1) nay, the resolution was declared adopted.

Resolution 2012-004
Professional Services Agreement, Attorney for Tax Appeals – Haushalter
Mr. Levesque asked if the rate had been shopped around.
Mr. Roselli advised that the fee had been shopped and discussed the Township’s work relationship with Haushalter.

Mr. Levesque offered the above resolution and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Calcagno.
ROLL CALL:  

AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio

NAYS:  
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.

Resolution 2012-005
Shared Services Agreement – Hamilton Health Clinic
Mr. Levesque asked what had happened to West Windsor.

Members simultaneously advised that West Windsor was still in place and the resolution was for a clinic.

Mr. Calcagno explained how the shared services worked as it related to the surrounding Township’s involvement.
Mr. Witt offered the above resolution as amended and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.
ROLL CALL:  

AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio

NAYS:  
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.

Resolution 2012-006
Authorizing memorandum of Agreement with IAFF Local 3786 Firefighters
Mr. Calcagno offered the above resolution and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Witt.
ROLL CALL:  

AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio

NAYS:  
None


There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.

PAYMENT OF BILLS:


Current
1-01, 2-01
$3,982,355.33   

Sewer 
1-07, 2-07
$9,762.57

            


Sewer Capital
C-08
$0.00

                          


Capital
C-04
$0.00



Const
1-50
$16,996.91



Grant
G-02
$9,454.53


Inspections
I-21
$0.00



Plan Review
R-20
$0.00



Performance
P-22
$0.00


Maintenance
M-23
$17,171.89

Other Trust
T-12
$4,483.14


Revolving Loan
T-14
$2,160.00


Animal Control
T-15
$271.82


Recreation
T-18                    
$180.85                                                                                                                                                                                                     


Total all funds

$4,042,837.04
Mr. Levesque offered a motion that all bills, as amended, found in order and correct be approved for payment.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Witt.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Witt, Ciaccio

NAYS:
None

There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the bills were declared approved.
SECOND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Betty Alfano, 832 Fourth Ave., asked about a church that was being built.
Ms. Ciaccio explained that they were still working on the building.
Betty Alfano discussed municipal boundaries with regards to the area behind the CVS Pharmacy.

Members advised that the area Ms. Alfano was questioning belonged to Hamilton.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm.
_________________________________
Christine Ciaccio, Council President

















    _________________________________

Beth Dupnak, Deputy Municipal Clerk
