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TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE COUNCIL

Regular Meeting

January 27, 2011
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Robbinsville was called to order on January 27, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at the Court Facility located in Robbinsville.  Ms. McGowan, Council President, presided over the meeting.

ROLL CALL

The call of the roll showed the following to be present:  Council President McGowan, Council Members Boyne, Calcagno and Ciaccio.  Council Vice President Levesque was absent.  Also present were:  Administrator McGough, Chief Financial Officer Bauer, Police Chief Masseroni, Director of Fire Archer, Attorney Roselli and Municipal Clerk Seigfried. 
SUNSHINE STATEMENT

The Municipal Clerk read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided as required under Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, specifying the time and place, with such notices being sent to the Times of Trenton, the Messenger Press and the Trentonian and being posted on the Municipal Building Public Notice Bulletin Board.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Township Council members present led the public in the salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Regular Meeting – December 23, 2010

Executive Session – December 23, 2010

Mr. Calcagno offered a motion to approve the above meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Ciaccio.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, McGowan


NAYS:
None

ABSENT:       Levesque

There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the minutes were declared approved.

Regular Meeting – January 6, 2011

Mr. Calcagno offered a motion to approve the above meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Boyne.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, McGowan


NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN:
Ciaccio


ABSENT:       Levesque 

There being three (3) ayes, no nays and one (1) abstention, the minutes were declared approved.
REPORTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

Ms. Ciaccio had no reports.
Mr. Calcagno had no reports.
Mr. Boyne said at the Planning Board meeting, there was a lively discussion concerning the Gordon Simpson Tract.  He said it was continued to last night, but was cancelled because of the weather and has been rescheduled to February 16th.
Ms. McGowan had no reports.

Mr. McGough spoke about the snow clearing and the tremendous job that Public Works does.  He said that there is a proposed agreement with the County for shared services, for a traffic light at Pond Road, Beechwood Drive and Route 526.  He said that is something we have been working on for a very long time and there is finally a light at the end of the tunnel.  He said that the sidewalks by the school are on hold due to the weather. 

Mr. McGough said they submitted to the newspapers for the Spring Garden Road project.  He said that we had applied for a grant some time ago and got it from DOT and we are hoping to award it on the meeting of the 24th.

Ms. McGowan read proclamations for Read Across America and National Wear Red Day.

REPORT OF NOTE SALE:

Ms. Bauer stated the following:

In accordance with Ordinance  No. 2008-34, the Chief  Financial Officer of the Township of Robbinsville, hereby reports to the governing body of the Township the principal amount, interest rate and maturity of the Notes sold, the price obtained and the name of the Purchaser:

Principal Amount:

$8,379,000

Interest Rate:


1.00%

Maturity Date:


January 11, 2012
Price Obtained:

$8,399,612.34

Net Interest Rate:

0.7533%

Name of Purchaser:

TD Securities 

The referenced Notes were sold at a public sale pursuant to authority granted in Ordinance No.
2008-34.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mr. Scott Benner, 56 Beechwood Dr., spoke about the traffic signal at Beechwood and Route 526.  He explained the accidents happening at the intersection.  He explained how the traffic light affects his home.  He felt that the light will not stop the accidents.  He suggested making a portion of Beechwood a one-way street, which would only cost about $500.  He feels that this will ruin his property value and he is begging them to find another way.  He asked if there was another route besides the traffic signal.  He said that he would never put the value of his home above the safety of individuals, he asked them to go back and look at the reports.

Ms. McGowan said they would speak to the Police Chief and Engineer regarding this matter.
There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Mr. Boyne offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Calcagno.  

There being (4) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.

CONSENT AGENDA 

The following resolutions were approved as the consent agenda:

Resolution 2011-7 
Authorizing Cancelation of Property Taxes

Resolution 2011-8 
Authorizing Cancelation of Municipal Certificate of Tax Sale

Resolution 2011-9 
Authorizing Shared Services Agreement to Provide Automotive Services 



to Allentown Borough

Resolution 2011-10 
Authorizing Shared Services Agreement to Provide Public Works 




Supervisor and Labor Services to Allentown Borough

Resolution 2011-11 
Authorizing Shared Services Agreement with East Windsor 




Township for Animal Control

Resolution 2011-12
Waiving Retail Food Establishment License Fees for Board of Education

Resolution 2011-13 
Designating January 2011 as Radon Action Month

Resolution 2011-14  
Designating March 2, 2011 as Read Across America Day

Resolution 2011-15 
Appointing Alternate Prosecutors

Resolution 2011-16 
Authorizing FY 2010 Assistance to Firefighters Grant and Certifying 



Matching Funds

Resolution 2011-17 
Establishing 2011 Recreation Program Fees 

Resolution 2011-18 
Authorizing Developer’s Agreement – Cellco Partnership dba 




Verizon Wireless

Resolution 2011-20 
Releasing Performance Guarantees – Landview Estates 

Resolution 2011-21 
Accepting Performance Guarantees for Monument Pins – Matrix 500 



Building

Resolution 2011-22 
Reducing Performance  Guarantees for Iglesia Pentecostal Rios De 




Agua Viva Church

Resolution 2011-23 
Accepting Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Rescue 




Response Grant

Resolution 2011-24 
Authorizing Professional Services Agreement – Attorney for 




Redevelopment, Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith & Davis, LLP

Resolution 2011-25 
Authorizing Shared Services Agreement with Hamilton Township 




for QPA

Mr. Boyne offered the above items and moved their adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Calcagno.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, McGowan


NAYS:
None

ABSENT:       Levesque 

There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the resolutions were declared adopted.
Resolution 2011-6 
Temporary Capital Budget

Ms. Ciaccio offered the above resolution and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Boyne.
ROLL CALL:

AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, McGowan


NAYS:
None

ABSENT:       Levesque 
There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.

Resolution 2011-19 
Authorizing Shared Services Agreement with Mercer County for Traffic 



Signal on Robbinsville-Allentown Road and Beechwood Drive
Ms. McGowan asked for clarification regarding what Robbinsville was paying for and what the County was paying for.

In response to Ms. McGowan’s question, Mr. McGough explained the costs to the Township and to the County.  

Ms. Ciaccio asked about the location of the traffic light.

Mr. McGough said the design was created by the engineers at Mercer County in accordance with the Manual and Uniform Traffic Control devices.  He said that sight distance both horizontal and vertical has been taken in to consideration and is part of the design.
Mr. Boyne said another resident made the same comment about this; he asked if putting a light would change the circumstances. 

There was further discussion between Council and Mr. McGough regarding the traffic signal.
Council asked Chief Masseroni if he would be able to pull the statistics with regard to accidents at this intersection.
Chief Masseroni said he does not have the statistics with him but he will have a report at the next meeting.  

Council decided to hold this resolution until the next meeting.

ORDINANCES – INTRODUCTION
Ordinance 2010-2 
Mr. Boyne offered a motion to introduce on first reading and have published according to law, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 130, ENTITLED “GAMES OF CHANCE; RAFFLES AND BINGO” OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE.”  The motion was seconded by Ms. Ciaccio.  The public hearing will be on February 10, 2011.
ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, McGowan 

NAYS:  
None

ABSENT:       Levesque

The motion carried.
ORDINANCES – PUBLIC HEARING 

Ordinance 2010-1


This being the time and place for a public hearing on “AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE, MERCER COUNTY, APPROPRIATING $21,078.92 FROM THE SEWER UTILITY CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT TO PURCHASE AND HAVE INSTALLED TWO SEWER PUMP STATION ELECTRIC MOTORS FROM HYDRA-NUMATIC SALES CO. (A SOLE SOURCE PROVIDER),” Ms. McGowan opened the meeting for comments from the public.  

There being none, it was moved by Mr. Boyne and seconded by Ms.Ciaccio to close the public hearing.  

ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, McGowan


NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
Levesque
The motion carried.
It was moved by Mr. Boyne and seconded by Ciaccio to adopt the Ordinance.

ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, McGowan


NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
Levesque
There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the ordinance was declared adopted.
PAYMENT OF BILLS:


Current
0-01, 1-01
$ 1,136,945.48   

Sewer
0-07, 1-07
 31,600.01 


Sewer Capital
C-08
 313,492.20


Construction
1-50
44,287.48   


Capital
C-04
 8,426,948.00

Grant                           G-02 
8,355.01

Inspections
I-21
 4,043.05


Plan Review
R-20
36,493.81

Other Trust
T-12
142,761.67

Animal Control
T-15
 1,298.26

Recreation
T-18
          1,909.95


Total all funds
  
$10,148,134.92
Ms. Ciaccio offered a motion that all bills found in order and correct be approved for payment.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Boyne.
ROLL CALL:


AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, McGowan


NAYS:
None

ABSENT:
Levesque
There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the bills were declared approved.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:
Jacob’s Creek Bridge

Mr. Calcagno spoke about the Jacob’s Creek Bridge.  He said the bridge was part of the path where Washington fought the battle of Trenton.  He said that the County has developed a plan that would significantly alter the area and he explained further.  He said that since this is our County and it’s the County Government, it would be good if we could go on record with a resolution to support an alternate means to address the issue; perhaps rehabilitating the existing bridge.  He said they are putting this for a nomination for historical at the national level.  He said there are some conflicting interests and he thought it would be good if we could express our opinion.  He asked for Council’s opinion and said he would draft the resolution.
Ms. Ciaccio said it sounds good.  Mr. Boyne said he would look at it.  
Purchase of Police Vehicles

Chief Masseroni said that he has not purchased any police vehicles in the last two years due to budget constraints, but it’s starting to get out of hand.  He said that the cars are being repaired more often, four cars are out of service and one was totaled in an accident.  He said that unmarked cars are 2003 and 2005.  He said that there are 100,000 miles on various vehicles.
Chief Masseroni said that we need to purchase four vehicles.  He explained they are not going to be making Crown Vics any longer and they would like to try to keep the same cars, because their equipment fits nicely and it would be somewhat costly to have to readjust the equipment to fit into another model.  He would like support with moving forward to getting cars.
Ms. McGowan asked if he put this it into the budget he proposed. 

Chief Masseroni said that he did and it won’t eat up  the temporary budget, due to the lease. 

There was further discussion between Council members, Mr. Roselli and Chief Masseroni regarding the purchase.

Council agreed to allow this purchase. 

Ms. McGowan said that there would be a 90 minute delay tomorrow for Robbinsville Schools.

2nd Public Participation

Mr. Mike Moreken, 55 Sharon Rd., Apt E22, spoke about the Omnicron light for the fire station.  He spoke about the sidewalk ordinance and clearing of snow.  He spoke about a modern crossing at Route 130.
Ms. McGowan said that he would have to go to the State for that.
Mayor Fried arrived at 8:15 p.m.
Mr. Moreken  spoke about a bus that goes through Main Street.  He spoke about getting a sign to get them to stop there.

Ms. Marilyn Yasko, 16 Church St., Windsor, passed out a copy of a cover letter for a Freshwater Wetlands permit.  She said that she has been fighting the gas station, EZ Auto.  She said that if you had any open variances you were allowed to continue on.  She said that these should have ended on January 1st of this year, but instead they will continue on to December 31, 2012.  She read a letter that was in the packet that she handed out.  She said there were three letters, one from the Mayor, one from Council and one from the Economic Development Committee.  She asked at what meeting did the Council take action.  She said they are not on Township letterhead and not signed.

Mr. Calcagno said that he thinks they were letters that were provided by someone on behalf of the applicant.  He said that there was a letter that was discussed at the last meeting that he didn’t sign.  

Ms. Seigfried explained the letter that was sent out.
Ms. Yasko asked if this was able to be signed without a public hearing.
Mr. Roselli said that letters do not need be discussed.
There was further discussion among Ms. Yasko, the Council Members and Mr. Roselli.

Ms. Yasko asked what the hardship waiver was that was addressed in the letter. 

Ms. Ciaccio said that one of the hardships he asked for was wetlands. 

Ms. Yasko said the people of Windsor have fought this and she was upset to learn that the letters were signed.   She said this is not a ratable and she explained further.  
Ms. Sonja Walter, 10 Patriot Drive, said the Public Works Department is doing a great job with snow removal.  She spoke about the cost attached to that in the amount of $27,000.  She said that one storm could have been paid for entirely if the election was shifted to November.  She thinks they did a disservice to all of us.  She expressed her concern further. 

Mayor Fried spoke about the shared service agreement for the traffic light.  He said this is one of the most important public safety issues and he understands it may be inconvenient for a couple of people and he explained further.  He said not putting in the infrastructure  to keep people safe is a complete mistake.  He said he has been begging the County for this light for the past nine years.   He said that if they decide to pull this off of the table then they may never get the money back again.  He said if there is another accident he is going to hold Council accountable.  He said that we can’t make everybody happy all the time and he asked Council to reconsider.
Mr. Boyne said that he doesn’t disagree and all they asked for was a summary from the Chief.  He said that a resident raised a legitimate concern as to whether the light would help or not. 

Ms. McGowan and Mr. Calcagno explained what was discussed earlier in the meeting.

Mr. Calcagno said there are two problems; one will be solved by the light the other will not.  He said one is the terrain and we are trying to address both instead of one and we just wanted the information to maybe fix both. 

Mayor Fried said that doesn’t give us a reason to not fix the first problem.  He suggested passing the resolution and if the research comes back that a light is not warranted, then go ahead and cancel it.

Ms. McGowan asked if they were to go ahead and pass the resolution to go forward, would they still have an opportunity to do the research and then possibly decline the purchase?
Mr. McGough said that he doesn’t know what they would do.  He understands that there is an issue as to what the accidents are, but the former Township Engineer and County Engineer had been working on this for years and felt as if the light was warranted.  He explained further.

Mr. Calcagno said that he would like to solve the other problem as well with the data that they are requesting.
There was further discussion between the Mayor and Council Members on the issue.
The Council agreed to pass the resolution and possibly deny the purchase based on the data they receive. 

There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Mr. Boyne offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Calcagno.  

There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.

Resolution 2010-19
Authorizing Shared Service Agreement with Mercer County for Traffic 



Signal on Robbinsville-Allentown Road and Beechwood Drive
Ms. Ciaccio made a motion to take the above resolution off the table.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Boyne.

ROLL CALL:

AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, McGowan


NAYS:
None

ABSENT:       Levesque 
The motion carried.

Ms. Ciaccio offered the above resolution and moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Boyne.
ROLL CALL:

AYES:

Boyne, Calcagno, Ciaccio, McGowan


NAYS:
None

ABSENT:       Levesque 
There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the resolution was declared adopted.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:44 p.m.
_________________________________
Sheree S. McGowan, Council President

















    _____________________________

Michele Seigfried, Municipal Clerk
