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TOWNSHIP OF ROBBINSVILLE COUNCIL

Regular Meeting

August 25, 2011
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Robbinsville was called to order on August 25, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at the Court Facility located in Robbinsville.  Ms. Ciaccio, Council President, presided over the meeting.

ROLL CALL

The call of the roll showed the following to be present:  Council President Ciaccio, Council Vice President McGowan and Council Members Calcagno, and Levesque.  Council Member Witt was absent.  Also present were:  Administrator McGough, Director of Fire Archer, Acting  Township Attorney Griegel and Municipal Clerk Seigfried. 
SUNSHINE STATEMENT

The Municipal Clerk read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided as required under Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, specifying the time and place, with such notices being sent to the Times of Trenton, the Messenger Press and the Trentonian and being posted on the Municipal Building Public Notice Bulletin Board.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Township Council members present led the public in the salute to the flag.
MOMENT OF SILENCE

Ms. Ciaccio called for a moment of silence for Edwin Diefenbach, who passed away recently.
REPORTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

Ms. Ciaccio said that we lost Ed Diefenbach last week and she left his hat on the seat where he usually sat during Council meetings.  She said she left a booklet in the back of the room for everyone to see.  She introduced his youngest brother, who was in attendance.  She said that it shows how life is; you never know what is going to happen so you have to make the best of each day and be nice to our neighbors.  She said that Mr. Diefenbach was always nice and courteous  and he will be missed.

Ms. McGowan extended her condolences to the Diefenbach family.  
Ms. McGowan said the new Energy Committee will have their first meeting on September 12th.
Ms. McGowan said that she attended the National Federation of Women Legislators in Iowa.  She said she was able to meet and bond with various people.  She said because of that, there was a conference call tonight regarding hurricane preparedness.  She said that Robin Reed, the President of the National Federation is very into helping in emergency situations and she already has tractor trailers of 13,000 bottles of water, power bars, and vitamins.  She said that Ms. Reed was on the conference call to see what can be done to assist.  
Ms. McGowan said that Cape May County has mandatory evacuations and Long Beach Island is closing the bridge onto the Island tomorrow afternoon.  She said that this area was suggested as a staging area because Ms. Reed doesn’t want the tractor trailers going to the hard hit areas.  She said the Governor is suggesting people head to Burlington County which is considered a safe area.  She said the eye of the storm is going to be right over Cape May.  She said FEMA may want to come in.  She said women will get things done.  She said if you have shore property or know anyone there, get them out.
Mr. Calcagno asked, did they say anything about Atlantic City or Ocean City being evacuated?  Ms. McGowan confirmed that they are being evacuated.  Mr. Levesque said the National Guard was called in at noon time.
Mr. Calcagno said he knew Mr. Diefenbach for numerous years.  He said he went walking with him in the farming areas and looking for Indian artifacts.  He said he was fascinated by what he had, including thousands of artifacts.  He said Mr. Diefenbach really helped the Township in the open space area and he served on the Open Space Committee.  He said during the time that Mr. Diefenbach served, the committee was one of the most productive committees they had ever assembled.  He said Mr. Diefenbach had the Township’s best interest.
Mr. Levesque announced that on 195 East at 8 p.m. tomorrow night, all lanes will become West, so you will not be able to go eastbound on 195.  He said that anyone who has an emergency problem, PSE&G and JCP&L are asking that you don’t call them.  He said their lines will not be working and they will not be answering phones for people who don’t have power.  He said the Mercer County Office of Emergency Management will have a 24 hour hotline, 609-799-0110.  He said that Dean Raymond is the Director.
Ms. Ciaccio said she left a pamphlet on Mr. Diefenbach in the back of the room.  She said that his arrowhead collection will be donated to either the schools or to the Senior Center.  
Ms. Ciaccio said the September 8th Council meeting will be held in the Senior Center.  She said there will be an Energy Presentation with Sustainable NJ.  She said the Environmental Committee and Planning Board were invited.  She said they will also talk about Storm Water Management.  She said there will be an award presentation to the Softball Team.
Ms. Ciaccio said the Robbinsville Professional Firefighters will be holding a 9/11 Memorial Service at 9:45 a.m. at the memorial tree on Lake Drive in Town Center.  She said there will be a wreath laying ceremony in memory of Robbinsville resident, Pamela Gaff and the name of all the firefighters killed on 9/11 will be read.  She said there will also be a dedication of the new monument at the site.  She said the public is invited to attend.
Ms. Ciaccio said there is also a memorial dedication of the 10th Anniversary of September 11th at  1:00 p.m. at Mercer County Park.  She said they built a Memorial from pieces of the World Trade Center.
REPORTS OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR/MAYOR

Mr. McGough said that the Governor had a conference call with all the Mayors today.  He said that the Governor issued an executive order today which outlines broad powers that he has.  He said one of the powers is that he can utilize and employ all available resources of the State Government and of each and every political subdivision of the State, whether a person’s properties or instrumentalities, and to commandeer and utilize any personal services and any privately owned property necessary to protect against this emergency.  Mr. McGough said the Governor was very stern that this is something to be taken seriously.   He said the Governor made the point many times to do everything through the County OEM.

Mr. McGough said they are expecting 80+ mph winds down the shore.  He said they think it will start around 6 p.m. on Saturday night and between 9 and 11 a.m. on Sunday, the eye will make landfall in Cape May County.  He said they are expecting a storm surge of seven feet, six to twelve inches of rain, and extremely high tides.  He said the hurricane is 800 miles wide and fast moving so they think will be out of here by Sunday night.  He said the State has a website www.ready.nj.gov.  He said the DEP hotline, for anyone to report drums floating or other hazardous conditions is (877) 927-6337.  He gave further information about the storm and he gave tips on how to prepare for the storm.
Mr. McGough passed out a packet to Council with photographs, showing the sidewalk issues and problems.  He said he needs direction from Council.  He said some people may want to take the trees out and others may want to keep the trees in.  He said there is methodology that allows you to shave the tree root and put sidewalk back in, but the tree could die.  He said you could take out all the trees and replace them with new ones from the Turnpike reforestation and then put in new sidewalk, but some people will say they want to keep their mature trees.  He said there will be a lot of opinions and he doesn’t know how Council wants to address what the public is going to want and what they expect from this initiative.  He said we passed the ordinance to allocate the resources, so now we have to figure out what is the best approach.  He said you can make the sidewalk so that it is like a ramp or you can go around the tree with the new sidewalk which may require easements.
Mr. McGough answered questions from Council.  He said there are rubber sidewalks, root barriers, and many different ways to deal with it.  He said there are a lot of affected sidewalks and it will cost $200,000 for not doing anything fancy.  He asked Council to look over the information and call him with questions.

Mr. McGough said there are different trees on every street.  He said he needs policy direction.  He asked Council to make a decision about what they want to do, and that it can be various options.  He said it is not a real simple solution.
Mr. Calcagno said he doesn’t think people are going to want to see the trees taken out. 

Mayor Fried suggested breaking the Town up into neighborhoods, and then send a letter to the Homeowners Associations, letting them know we are going to talk about their neighborhood, so that they feel like they are connected into the discussion.  He said  maybe they could have one neighborhood per month come to the meetings.
Mr. Calcagno said that we are doing this round, but in the future, it is not going to be done by the Township.
Mr. McGough said he agreed with the Mayor to seek input, and let them all be part of the process.  Mayor Fried said this is a very personal issue for people. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Ms. Betty Alfano, 832 Fourth Ave., said that she is an EMT and she volunteers her services for the Township for the hurricane.  She said she is very concerned about Mercer Mobile Homes because many of the homes do not have tie-downs.
Mr. Mike Moreken, 55 Sharon Road, Apartment E22, spoke about the amateur radio operators being tied into the hurricane too and that he works with the State OEM.  He said that the Princeton Red Cross is where they have a station.
Mr. Moreken said it’s silly to him that we are authorizing a lien on different properties and that there is probably a more direct way.  He said he will look into how it’s done in other towns.  He said he is not seeing the liens on the tax sale.
Mr. Moreken spoke about the light on Route 130 from Dunkin Donuts that still doesn’t work.  He said he would like to see a sidewalk go in from Lots 25 through 29 on Sheet 10 of the Tax Map.  He extended his wishes to Mr. Diefenbach’s family.  He stated it sounds like the Fire Chief is making great progress with the Omnicron system.
Ms. Joanne Pannone, 215 Meadowbrook Road, said she asked if the lots at the Assunpink  could be designated and she asked if a resolution has happened.  
Mayor Fried said when we talked about it, there were some challenges and he said he will get back to her on that.  He said he thinks they are open space now, but may be restricted.

Ms. Pannone said she has a flooding problem.  She said she just got a notice that they are going to start the new development across from the High School, Edinburg Village, which she is afraid will cause more water.  She showed a photo of the flooding.  
Ms. Ciaccio asked if the ditch ran along Meadowbrook Road.  Ms. Pannone said it does, that it is in the Township Right-of-Way, and it is not clogged, it is just too much volume.  
Ms. Pannone said about five years ago on April 15th, the water cracked her basement floor. 
Ms. Ciaccio asked Mr. McGough if someone could go out and take a look at this after the hurricane.  Mr. McGough said he would have Mr. Colarocco look at it.
There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Mr. Levesque offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Ms. McGowan.  

There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.

ORDINANCES – INTRODUCTION
Ordinance 2011-20

Mr. Levesque offered a motion to introduce on first reading and have published according to law, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 2011-17, AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF PORTIONS OF PROPERTY KNOWN AND DESIGNATED AS BLOCK 17 LOT 25, BLOCK 16 LOT 1, BLOCK 14 LOT 69, BLOCK 14 LOT 43, BLOCK 14 LOT 40, BLOCK 14 LOT 1, BLOCK 13 LOT 15, AND BLOCK 13 LOT 13.02, ROBBINSVILLE TOWNSHIP, NEW JERSEY FOR ROADWAY IMPROVEMENT PURPOSES.”  The motion was seconded by Mr. Calcagno.  The public hearing will be on September 8, 2011
ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Ciaccio

NAYS:  
None

ABSENT:
Witt
The motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA 

The following resolutions were approved as the consent agenda:

Resolution 2011-189
Professional Services Agreement – Township Prosecutor
Resolution 2011-190  
Release Performance Guarantees – Princeton Research Lands, Soil 



Disturbance Permit
Resolution 2011-191 
Authorizing Lien for Municipal Charges – 21 Windswept Drive

Resolution 2011-192  
Authorizing Lien for Municipal Charges – 11 Hankins Road

Resolution 2011-193 
Authorizing Lien for Municipal Charges – 25 Hickory Drive
Resolution 2011-194
Cancel Grant Balance – 2010 Municipal Alliance Grant
Mr. Calcagno offered the above items and moved their adoption.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.
ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Ciaccio

NAYS:  
None
ABSENT:
Witt
There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the resolutions were declared adopted.

PAYMENT OF BILLS:


Current
0-01, 1-01
$1,362,647.97    

Sewer
0-07, 1-07            
14,000.58

Sewer Capital
C-08
1,950.00


Construction
O-50               
36,867.72

Capital
C-04
5,883.67

Grant
G-02
10,638.39

Inspections
I-21
852.50

Plan Review
R-20
6,893.50

Other Trust
T-12
35,676.02

Revolving Loan
T-14
490.00

Animal Control
T-15
569.13

Recreation
T-18
          26,836.31

Total all funds

$1,503,305.80
Ms. McGowan offered a motion that all bills found in order and correct be approved for payment as amended.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Levesque.
ROLL CALL:  


AYES:

Calcagno, Levesque, McGowan, Ciaccio

NAYS:  
None

ABSENT:
Witt
There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the bills were declared approved.

SECOND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION

Ms. Betty Alfano, 832 Fourth Ave., said the United Methodist Church is having a food drive, starting on Sunday, which they will be giving to the Senior Center in Robbinsville.  She said if anyone wants to drop off food, they could do so at the church.
Ms. Ciaccio announced that Rose Hill Assisted Living will be having a craft fair on Saturday, September 17th.  She said they are going to provide coffee, tea and donuts and they are looking for crafters.
Ms. Ciaccio said that on Sunday, the Seventh Day Adventist Church is having an event, with a bike race from 12 – 4.  She said this may be cancelled due to the weather.
Ms. Alfano gave her condolences about Mr. Diefenbach and about the police officer in Hamilton who recently passed away.
Mr. Rich Cruser, 1141 Windsor-Edinburg Road, said for 10 years he has been trying to get the water away from his property.  
Mr. McGough said he has tried to solve the problem, that he has been out there many times, and has talked to the County, to get them to unbury the inlet and they won’t do it.  Mr. Cruser said the inlet has nothing to do with it.  Mr. Cruser showed some photos of the flooding.  He said the water is all the way across the road and is a danger to the cars driving by.
Mr. Calcagno said there is something wrong.
Mayor Fried said we don’t disagree, but we have had multiple lawsuits on this, the County has been out there many times and they are not going to let us do anything.  He said he can’t do anything without the County’s approval.
Mr. Cruser asked why they couldn’t block the road and the driveway where all the water comes down.  Mayor Fried said we have been through this many times.  
Mr. McGough said there was a court settlement that Mr. Cruser agreed to, but later decided that he didn’t want to comply with the court settlement.  Mr. Cruser said there was never a court settlement.  

Mayor Fried asked Mr. Cruser if he would wait until Mr. Roselli was back.  Mr. Cruser said Mr. Roselli isn’t going to do anything.  He said he has lived there for 40 years, and the problems did not start until 15 years ago.  He said he never had any water problems before, until the barn and stables went up and the land was built up, and that is what is causing the problem.  He said all the water is running down that main driveway.
Mr. Levesque said he was out there and there is a lot of water that collects at the bottom of it, and there is a problem there, but he doesn’t know the legal issues to resolve that.

Mayor Fried said it is not because of a lack of effort from our end, we have been to court numerous times.  He said they have a Right-to-Farm Act that is backed by the State and there are County issues.  He suggested Mr. Cruser go to a Freeholder meeting and tell them their challenges.

Mr. Cruser asked the Mayor to condemn the road that they put in without a permit.  Mayor Fried said he cannot condemn the road.

Ms. Ciaccio said they will talk it over with Mr. Roselli and have him ready for the September 8th meeting.  Mr. Cruser said he wanted to be there when they talk it over.  Ms. Ciaccio said that she and Mr. Calcagno would set up a meeting with Mr. Cruser and Mr. Roselli.
There being no one further from the public wishing to speak, Mr. Levesque offered a motion to close the public participation portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Ms. McGowan.  

There being four (4) ayes and no nays, the public participation portion of the meeting was declared closed.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.
_________________________________
Christine Ciaccio, Council President








    _____________________________

Michele Seigfried, Municipal Clerk
